Our Curriculum Implementation
At Tankersley St Peters C of E Primary school, we use the following whole school planning documents
for our curriculum offer:
•
•
•

The long term overview – maps out the ‘creative curriculum’ across the whole school for Years
1–6
The subject overview documents – show progression in knowledge, skills and vocabulary
across each subject area in school from Year 1 to Year 6
The year group overviews - provide more detail for each year group teacher and include topic
webs which show where learning links within a creative curriculum theme

(Note - Please see EYFS section of this policy for planning in the early years.)
Sitting under the key whole school planning documents above are our year group medium term plans
and weekly plans for each subject:
Planning sequences across subject areas
To support the planning of our curriculum, we use the following:
In English planning we use the following to support the weekly Writing, SPAG, Phonics and Reciprocal
reading planning
•
•
•
•

Read Write Inc. Phonics scheme to support the teaching of phonics, letters, phonemes and
words including phonetically decodable books to develop fluency.
Read Write Inc. Spelling scheme to support the teaching of Spelling rules
Read Write Inc. Handwriting materials to support the teaching of handwriting – letter
formation, relative size and fluency.
Reciprocal Reading strategies (using our Canine Pals) to support fluency and reading
comprehension skills.

In Mathematics, we use the White Rose Small Steps Mastery scheme to plan for learning across the
year group objectives for mathematics. This is carefully sequenced to ensure that the pupils have a
balanced curriculum offer across all objectives. Pupils do morning ‘Countdown Maths’ daily to help
them to retain and use key concepts. ‘Same Day Intervention’ and ‘Maths Meetings’ are also built in
daily to reinforce key concepts.
Our sequenced medium term plans for RE, Science, History, Geography, Art and Design Technology,
ensures learning is current and appropriate for each cohort of learners in each year group. Key
knowledge, enquiry based questions and tier 3 vocabulary are included. Each lesson builds on previous
key knowledge, skills and vocabulary so pupils can make connections and remember previous learning.
For Religious Education we use the National Society Understanding Christianity themes and guidance
to plan of work to teach Christianity (adopted by the Sheffield diocese) along with the Barnsley Agreed

Syllabus for other world religions. The Roots and Fruits themes support half termly worship and our
core Christian values.
Computing work is planned from the Year group Purple Mash curriculum documents and learning in
coding is included in this. The Serial Mash element of Purple Mash is also used to support the reading
curriculum.
For Modern Foreign Languages we use the Ilanguages scheme across KS2 and the lessons are
sequenced from Years 3 – 6. These include interactive pronunciation slides to support the dialogue
and vocabulary acquisition.
In Physical Education we use the Val Sabin schemes for Games, Gymnastics and Dance. Our PE
curriculum is also supported by a strong sports partnership where pupils take part in weekly
competitions.
In our dedicated PHSE weekly lessons we use the 1 Decision scheme to support our teaching of the
PSHE and SRE objectives. Pupils are encouraged to make choices using the activities and interactive
age appropriate videos. Picture News also support development of British Values and globally linked
themes.
Our pupils’ immediate needs, current knowledge gaps, life experiences and cultural capital are always
considered as part of planning from the above schemes and materials, so we cater for the learners in
the class at that point in time. Our curriculum is designed to help pupils to remember in the long term
the content they have been taught and to integrate new knowledge into larger concepts.
Pupils are immersed in a creative curriculum centred around themes which capture their imagination
and secure retention of knowledge and key vocabulary. It is important to us that History and
Geography, Art and Design Technology, Music, English and where appropriate Mathematics and
Science are linked into the creative curriculum topic themes. (So, for example, a history Romans topic
could include scutum making in art, catapult construction in design and technology and catapult testing
and measuring in maths and science.) Our creative curriculum supports teaching of location and place
knowledge, weather and climate skills and knowledge and about significant historical events, people
and places in our own locality. It also provides further opportunities to learn about people and
cultures. Carefully planned linked trips and visits support pupils’ learning and to enhance the
curriculum as part of our long term planning. Whilst there are connections between subjects, we also
recognise specific learning, knowledge and skills within discrete subjects when applicable.
Our environment enhances pupils’ learning and supports the intent of our carefully sequenced
curriculum. This includes a strong emphasis on key vocabulary to support knowledge retention. We aim
to build subject specific knowledge because this is key for pupils to retain the necessary information
and make links.

Collaborative Learning Strategies and Kinesthetic Learning
To implement quality learning and to aid retention of concepts, teachers cater for the range of learning
styles. We use a variety of collaborative strategies so that pupils are excited, enthused and challenged.
Pupils are never passive learners and teaching strategies used endeavor to create a no hands up
classroom.

Kagan structures are used to promote collaborative and interactive learning to share ideas and
thinking and strengthen outcomes for learning in all subjects. Posters of the key models are
displayed in each class and around school. E.g. Think, pair, share / Rally Robin / Quiz, Quiz,
Trade.
Learning partners allow pupils to talk and listen in pairs to share ideas or deepen key learning
points.
Creative use of other drama and other collaborative strategies are encouraged to engage pupils in
thinking and learning and to eradicate passivity. Teachers use the following strategies to support the
delivery of the curriculum:
•
•
•
•
•

Drama techniques
Collaborative learning – learning partners /Kagan Structures
Interactive media - IPADs and Computers– Use of creative APPs, modal media, film etc.
Concrete and kinaesthetic resources
Visitors and hooks into learning/artefacts

Word Conscious Classrooms – Vocabulary
Our teaching approaches and classroom environments promote word conscious classrooms and
capitalise on building pupils’ vocabulary across all subjects. We want pupils to leave us as
articulate individuals ready to tackle the next phase of their education. We have various whole
school approaches to ensure that pupils acquire key vocabulary in all subjects to support
knowledge acquisition:
Tier 2 vocabulary: We use the Canine Pal ‘Victor Vocabulary’ to make pupils aware of the
importance of words and their meanings. In KS2, pupils collect words on bookmarks whilst reading
for pleasure and then we help them to find the definitions of these words.
We collect words throughout the week in each year group and display them on our class Victor
Vocabulary board (which links to our reciprocal reading Canine Pal – Victor Vocab.) In EYFS and KS1,
the words are also written in ‘Our Giant Book of Gargantuan Words’. In KS2, the children individually
record these words in their ‘Little Book of Big Words’ and ‘Subject Glossaries.’
Tier 3 vocabulary: We have ‘Subject Glossaries’ that contain our subject specific Tier 3 vocabulary.
Pupils have these glossaries open alongside their Creative Curriculum books when they are
learning. This supports them with their understanding, application and spelling of new vocabulary.
In Y4, 5 and 6, the children have individual glossaries and in EYFS, KS1 and Y3, we have a whole
class large glossary.
When speaking to our children we aim to use a rich and varied vocabulary. We believe it is very
important to use correct words, terminology and phrasing to support children’s’ understanding
of vocabulary and grammar.

Standards in books

We promote the highest standard of work and consistency of approach with our pupils.
PROUD Posters are displayed in each class and teachers ensure these are used by the pupils. The
acronym PROUD reminds Pupils how to set out work neatly in books. Strategies for good
presentation and handwriting are encouraged - BBC-bottom back chair, Spare hand on work and
Feed the dinosaur to hold your pencil
Handwriting is taught daily using the Read Write Inc. handwriting scheme to promote the highest
standards. Letter names and formation is also linked to our Read Write Inc. phonics scheme so
our youngest pupils link the formation of the letter to the phoneme and letter names. Pupils are
awarded a pen license in school when they are using fluent joined writing. A piece of quality
handwritten work is sent every fortnight to the head teacher for the handwriting of the week
award in our Sparkle and Shine assembly. One piece is selected and framed in the school entrance
on a special stand and displayed in the hall.
Modelled handwriting on displays - School displays promote mainly handwritten models of good
quality handwriting (in gold pen on a black background).

Learning walls and environment
All our classrooms have interactive learning walls and spaces for English and Mathematics.
These are backed in milskin paper using the school’s agreed colours – pale blue for Maths and
pale yellow for English along with the agreed borders, so learning can be changed very
frequently to support knowledge and understanding. Pupils know to look at these spaces as
they move from year to year across school.
Learning walls are used as teaching aids as well as to help and support pupils to retain key
knowledge and skills. They should always remain current to the learning, interactive and pupil
friendly. Learning walls help to promote active learning and aid retention of key knowledge and
concepts. Learning aids can be put up which are handwritten and instant – including models,
‘how to’ notes, mind maps, pupils’ work, interactive questions etc.

Homework
All pupils are expected to complete homework which is set weekly by the class teacher. This includes:
Daily home reading -Pupils in the early years and lower KS1 have phonetically decodable books
and older pupils have an age appropriate reading book.
Weekly spellings from the RWI spelling scheme are sent home in the pupil’s RWI spelling
journal every week.
Comprehension questions – which are linked to reciprocal reading.
Online - My Maths homework - Pupils are also encouraged to visit TT Rock Stars to improve
times table recall

Subject Information
This part of the policy gives more detailed information about each subject in our curriculum and how
this is implemented.

English
Our English lessons develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing, spelling, grammar, punctuation
and vocabulary. English is taught in a cross-curricular way, linking up with other areas of the
curriculum. We teach our pupils to speak clearly, to convey their ideas fluently and confidently and to
ask questions. Their vocabulary is developed systematically. Our pupils are encouraged to read for
pleasure and to read widely. Just for the love of reading! Pupils learn to write in innovative ways and
for a purpose and audience.
Reading – Reading is a subject we value highly at Tankersley St Peters. We are tenacious in ensuring
every child can read by the time they enter KS2. We use the Read Write Inc Phonics scheme and screen
pupils every 6-8 weeks to ensure they are at the correct place in their phonetic knowledge acquisition.
Phonic awareness helps the development of reading as pupils learn to segment and blend sounds.
Phonetically decodable books are used daily and also taken home so pupils’ can practise sounds at
home. Reading leaders regularly screen pupils from an early age so no child slips through the net. All
staff are seen as ‘reading leaders’ and attend coaching and mentoring sessions to support the teaching
of phonics.
Reciprocal reading and comprehension sessions are taught through our Canine Pals. Pupils learn how
to understand texts and answer a range of comprehension questions through the roles of each canine
pal - Victor Vocabulary, Iggy Inference, Pip Predictor, Suki Sequencer, Rex Retriever and Sheba
Summariser. In KS2, Arlo the Author and Cassie Commentator canine pals are introduced. Pupils
become increasingly independent in these skills as their confidence in reading develops. A wide range
of texts and reading materials are used - poetry, fiction and non-fiction texts. These comprehensions
skills are also practised at home.
Parents are given clear expectations about reading at home. Each pupil has a home reading diary with
key parts of our reading scheme inside it to support parents in helping their child. Workshops in
reading are organised regularly in school to upskill parents in helping their child to be a reader.
See information for parents on our website. Pupils are encouraged to read at home and home reading
tokens are given out in daily group reading sessions to pupils who have read at home at least 3 times
that week. A weekly reading raffle takes place in Sparkle and Shine assembly each week.
An individual class reading record is used to document those children who have read 3 or more times
at home by checking their home/school reading diary. A tick is placed in the right hand column under
each week’s date. At the end of the half term, parents of children who have not received a token for
less than 50% of the duration of the half term are contacted to discuss supporting their child’s reading
at home.
When children are heard read the left hand column is ticked under each week’s date. In KS1 this might
be ticked more than once.
Reading areas in the classroom are inviting and lively with space for the pupils to sit and read. Pupils
visit their class and school libraries regularly to change their books. The annual pupil council reading

corner competition helps to promote lively reading spaces and to keep these fresh and exciting as well
as in tune with what pupils enjoy reading.
Writing – We give our pupils many opportunities to write for different audiences and purposes and
encourage pupils to see themselves as authors. To support pupils in moving towards independent
writing we provide a wide range of writing stimuli including the use of quality ‘age appropriate’ texts as
well as film and imagery. Emphasis is placed on all elements of spelling, punctuation and grammar as
well as modelled, shared and guided writing, editing, handwriting and feedback to improve standards.
We use drama techniques to encourage pupils to express their ideas and to develop sophisticated
vocabulary. We provide opportunities for pupils’ writing to link to subjects in our creative curriculum
to improve knowledge and understanding in context.
Extended writing is key to ensure our pupils have the opportunity to apply learned spelling,
punctuation and grammar skills at least fortnightly. Highlighters are used to identify aspects of
SPAG and for pupils to deepen their knowledge and understanding. Follow up from the
extended writing sessions are built in after each extended writing session for pupils to up level
their work – e.g. through mystery author /grammar detectives.
Writing is assessed using the Writing Standards (Y2 and Y6 use end of Key Stage standards) to
ascertain where the child is in their writing and to identify next steps for pupils in each year
group.
Spelling - Daily spellings lessons are carried out following the progressive Read Write Inc Spelling
scheme. Pupils have a weekly spelling test and take home their spelling log books to practice their
spellings. Read Write Inc spelling is for pupils in Years 2 to 6 who can read accurately, with increasing
speed. With 15 minutes of daily teaching, pupils develop the ability to apply specific spelling rules to a
variety of spellings. Although the teaching of phoneme-grapheme correspondence underpins this
programme, it also develops pupils’ knowledge of word families, how prefixes and suffixes affect root
words, and provides mnemonics to remember the trickiest spellings. The teaching revolves around
instruction (with the help of online alien characters), partner and group practice, and competitive
group challenges that help pupils commit new words to memory.
Handwriting – We believe the teaching of handwriting is central to achieving high standards in all work
and therefore handwriting is taught frequently throughout the week across KS1 and KS2 following the
teaching of phonics and reading using the Read Write Inc. Handwriting materials. Pupils are taught
initial letter formation then relative size before moving on to ‘arm’ and ‘washing line’ joins and fluency
within the scheme across KS1 and KS2.
Drama - Drama is used as a key tool in developing oral skills, vocabulary development, building
confidence and self- esteem, and as an essential tool in developing imaginative, expressive, and
persuasive spoken and written language. ‘Hot seating’, and other drama techniques are used in lessons
to aid the development of speaking and listening, reading and writing skills. Imaginative role play is
fundamental to developing the whole child, not just in Early Years and KS1 education, but also as the
Pupils develop, and our curriculum provides opportunities to perform to wider audiences through
assemblies and events around key festivals. There are many opportunities for our pupils to perform as
they progress through the school and this is a strength of our curriculum.

Mathematics
At Tankersley St Peters, we embrace the Maths Mastery approach to teaching mathematics.
We have a ‘Tankersley Mathematics Approach’ poster showing a clear outline for this approach
in each classroom. Our teachers ensure that mathematics is taught every day using year group
themes and objectives from the White Rose Maths Scheme to develop pupils’ mathematical
knowledge, understanding and fluency. Activities cover a wide range of mathematical
knowledge, many with an emphasis on practical work and applying skills. Each sequence is
taught using small steps with many opportunities given for Concrete, Pictorial (including bar
model) and Abstract approaches and variation. Fluency, Reasoning and Problem Solving are
applied to each sequence and we build on skills and understanding in a progressive way, where
mathematical connections are also made to other themes.
Maths Meetings take place daily to deepen fluency. Questions are planned carefully to ensure
depth of understanding. Same day Maths Interventions take place to help pupils to practice
tricky concepts, deepen understanding and post teach mathematical gaps- keep up, not catch
up!
Our pupils are encouraged to be confident in maths and to apply the skills that they learn to problem
solving and reasoning using the motto… use what you know to find out what you don’t. Pupils continue
to develop place value, the four number operations and the understanding of fractional parts as they
journey through school.
Pupils are given many opportunities as possible to explain their learning- verbally, pictorially
and written. Pupils are expected to answer questions in a complete sentence to develop depth
of understanding and reinforce key vocabulary.
Pupils are expected to be fluent in all times tables and number bonds/relationships by the end
of year 4. Pupils can practice their times tables at home on the interactive TT Rock Stars
website.
Countdown morning work - aids retention in key mathematical concepts. Pupils complete a
maximum of 10 maths questions on the board first thing each morning. These are pitched
using age related objectives and include at least one of each of the 4 operations + - x ÷ x tables
and also fluency, word type problems and reasoning. Questions are completed promptly and
marked together as a class (with some questions picked out for clarification /misconceptions).

Science
Science is usually taught as a sequence of separate lessons but is also linked to our creative curriculum
topic work where appropriate. Key scientific vocabulary is reinforced in each lesson and knowledge is
built upon. Pupils are encouraged to work scientifically and carry out simple tests and experiments
using equipment to gather and record data. Pupils learn about plants, animals including humans,
materials, seasonal change, habitats, rocks, light, forces, states of matter, sound, electricity, earth and
space. Termly trips enhance the delivery of our science curriculum such as visits to Eureka, Twycross
Zoo, The National Space Centre and Magna. We also have dedicated science themed enhancements as
part of our subject in the spotlight work.

Religious Education
As a Voluntary Aided Anglican Church school, we follow the Understanding Christianity Scheme to
teach Christianity. (National society/ teachers received key training from the Sheffield Diocese.) Pupils
have opportunities to explore Bible stories and texts, think about lessons people learn from the Bible
and making connections to their own experiences. For World Religions we use the Agreed Syllabus for
Religious Education for Barnsley. Pupils learn about the Islamic Faith, Jewish Faith, and Hindu Faith
and have the opportunity to visit places of worship as part of this learning.
Our RE teaching promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils. Our
teaching enables pupils to acquire knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, attitudes,
practices and rituals. They will also develop their own beliefs and values.
Regular collective worship with our Canon of St Peters supports a deeper understanding of the
liturgical year and Bible stories. Pupils have the opportunity to visit many different places of worship
and we have close links with the Church community for Harvest, Christmas, Easter and the Year 6
Goodbye Service

Computing

We have discreet timetabled lessons for the development of Computing but our approach is also to
integrate this into the creative curriculum: the use of IPad are part of our learning tools as well as our
class ‘Alexa’ devices to improve vocabulary and research. We use Purple Mash to support planning,
teaching and learning, including Coding, across all year groups. This is a creative educational website
for pupils and a cross-curricular resource covering most subjects such as Science, Art, History and
Geography. As well as using it in school, pupils can access Purple Mash from home. TT Rock stars is a
well embedded platform to support the learning of times tables both at home and at school.
Online Safety is a strong part of the learning in computing and pupils learn how to look after
themselves in a virtual world and identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns.
This also links to our 1Decision PHSE curriculum on computer safety.

Art and Design
Art and Design are planned as a vehicle for enhancing our creative curriculum. However the planning
and teaching does build on the key skills in Art and Design - across drawing, painting, 3D sculpture,
textiles, collage and digital media. Our Art subject in the spotlight supports the study of different
artists and showcases pupils’ work across the different Art domains. Pupils have the opportunity to
work with artists in residence and collaborate on projects with them. We promote the development of
art, craft and design in our after school clubs.

Design Technology
Our Design Technology lessons are linked to the creative curriculum and encourage designing, making
and evaluating. Our pupils learn to select from and use a wide range of materials and tools, including
construction materials, textiles and ingredients. Cooking and nutrition are integrated into our
curriculum.

Music
Music lessons in school are discreet and also linked to our creative curriculum topic work. Pupils have a
weekly music lesson with a skilled music teacher and learning is progressive.
In our music lessons, pupils learn the technical aspects of music as well as how to play a variety of
instruments. Pupils use their voices/bodies expressively for areas such as rhythm, pitch and percussion
and creatively by singing songs and chanting rhymes. Pupils learn the vocabulary of music to support
knowledge and enhance performance. Music is used in a variety of lessons and activities to create,
mood, atmosphere and to help thinking. We encourage listening to a wide range of music, including
the works of great composers and musicians, with concentration and understanding. Our pupils learn
a brass instrument in Year 5 and a number of pupils have additional music lessons learning to play
other instruments. Pupils are encouraged to play together and perform at concerts both in and out of
school. Assemblies and historical topics provide an opportunity to practise singing songs linked to
knowledge and learning. We have a successful school choir who perform in school and within the local
community.

Physical Education
PE is delivered by a Specialist Sports lead using the Val Sabin Schemes of work for Games, Gymnastics
and Dance. We also practise athletics skills and outdoor adventure skills as part of the curriculum.
Pupils focus on mastering basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well
as developing balance, agility and co-ordination. Pupils are encouraged to participate in team games
and to develop simple tactics for being an effective team member. All of our pupils will engage in
lessons inside and outside school, involving visits to other facilities as part of our local schools sports
partnership. We ensure wider participation in the community by involvement in interschool sports
and tournaments, local authority and wider competitions. Sporting achievements are celebrated in our
annual Sports Day. Swimming is introduced to the timetable from Key Stage 2.

Personal Social and Health Education (SRE)
At Tankersley St Peters, we are committed to ensuring that Personal Social and Health education
(including Sex and Relationships education) is taught weekly in a dedicated lesson. We use the
1Decision scheme to ensure that all areas are taught effectively and progressively. This programme is
made up of a series of well-planned themes and sequences of learning, covering essential areas such
as mental health, first aid, relationships, sex education and other themes that pupils need to thrive as
individuals, family members and members of a wider society. Interactive ‘real life’ scenarios are
incorporated in videos where children have to make decisions about how they might react to and
address different situations. This innovative programme prepares our pupils for the challenges and
responsibilities they will face growing up in such rapidly changing times. For example, staying safe
online, peer pressure and other key areas for young people are covered in detail. In our PHSE and SRE
programmes, we actively promote British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and
mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs to prepare our pupils for life in
modern day Britain. We run workshops for parents and have consulted with them to ensure they are
fully informed of what their child will learn.

Modern Foreign Language - French
We follow the ilanguages scheme of work for MFL in French. The year group specific plans with
objectives help us to support good sequences of learning and progression. There is a strong phonics
focus and support for non-specialists speakers with sound files and video clips to aid pronunciation.
Lessons involve our Kagan co-operative learning methodology to enhance interaction and progress.

History

In our History teaching we stimulate the children’s interest and understanding about the life of people
who lived in the past and the knowledge about key facts in history and time periods. Using an enquiry
approach, children are encouraged to ask questions and develop a sense of chronology. The children
will learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by
considering how people lived in the past, they become respectful citizens. Through regular retrieval
practice, children retain knowledge from current and previous learning.

Geography

Geography develops pupils’ understanding of the world in which they live through the study of place,
space and environment. Whilst geography provides a basis for pupils to understand their role within
the world, by exploring locality and how people fit into a global structure, the subject also encourages
children to learn through experience, particularly through practical and fieldwork activities. Through
the teaching of geography, Tankersley St Peter’s Primary School aims to:
•
•
•
•
•

Increase pupils’ awareness, knowledge and understanding of other cultures.
Develop pupils’ graphic skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps.
Make pupils aware of environmental problems at a local, regional and global level.
Encourage pupils to commit to sustainable development.
Develop a variety of skills, including those in relation to problem-solving and presenting
conclusions in the most appropriate way.

