
 

 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION: F1-HOW DO WE CELEBRATE?    F2-HOW DO OTHERS CELEBRATE? 

         TERM:    AUT 1B              AREA OF LEARNING: COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE                                       

 

 

EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END POINT 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want children 

to know and understand?) 

 CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING       

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO 

DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS  (Please see 

Long term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F1 
I CAN USE 

VOCABULARY  

BASED UPON 

OBJECTS AND 

PEOPLE OF 

PARTICULAR  

IMPORTANCE.     

 

 
 

 

 

 

- I know that there are 

celebrations, such as Bonfire 

Night, weddings, 

christenings, birthdays and 

Christmas 

-I know how my family and I 

celebrate special occasions 

and I can talk about it 

 

 

Bonfire Night, Guy Fawkes, 

gunpowder, treason, plot,  

explode, Parliament, cellar, 

barrel, soldiers,  fireworks, 

sparkler, rocket, whoosh, 

bang, pop, crackle 

 

Remembrance Day, poppy, 

Playing and Exploring 

-showing curiosity about 

objects, events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-Showing particular interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

Active Learning 

-maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-showing high levels of 

energy, fascination 

-Not easily distracted 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Making links and noticing 

-Class brainstorm of prior 

knowledge 

Children answer the enquiry 

question: How do we celebrate? 

Teacher scribe ideas and display 

on working wall. 

 

-Bonfire Night 

 Use a non-fiction book to 

learn about Guy 

Fawkes/the Gunpowder 

plot and the traditional 

rhyme, ‘Remember, 

remember, the fifth of 

November.’ 
 Use Smartboard to find 

out about fireworks 

safety 

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Listening and 

Attention: Recognises 

and responds to many 

familiar sounds. 

Shows interest in play 

with sounds, songs 

and rhymes. 

Joins in with repeated 

refrains and 

anticipates key events 

and phrases in rhymes 

and stories. 

Maintains attention, 

concentrates and sits 

quietly during 

Skills: 

Active listening  

-Use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Begin to understand how 

and why questions 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘How do we celebrate?’ 

 



wreath, soldiers, war, 

sacrifice, respect, freedom,  

peace, remember, parade 

  

Weddings, marriage, bride, 

bridegroom, bridesmaid, 

best man, church, aisle, 

vicar, service, guest, 

bouquet, hymns, vows, ring, 

confetti, reception, dance, 

cake 

 

Christening, baptism, 

Christian,  baby, parents, 

godparents, family, gown, 

hymns, candle, font, water, 

church , vicar, prayers, cards, 

gifts, cake 

 

Birthday, card, cake, candles, 

blow, wish, sing, happy, 

balloons, presents, 

celebration, party, banner, 

games, 

 

Christmas, celebration, 

festive,  baby Jesus, nativity, 

Mary, Joseph, donkey, 

Bethlehem, stable, manger, 

star, sheep, camel, 

shepherds, angels, wise men, 

gifts, gold, Frankincense , 

myrrh,  

Cards, carols, crackers, 

decorations, tree, presents, 

family, elves, Father 

Christmas, Santa, chimney, 

reindeer, sleigh, stockings, 

patterns in their experience  Follow instructions on 

how to make a firework 

picture using black 

paper, chalk and glitter. 

 Follow instructions on 

how to make a junk 

material rocket 

(British Values) 

 

-Remembrance Day 

 Use non-fiction books 

and the Smartboard to 

listen, learn and 

understand why we have 

Remembrance Day 

 Follow instructions on 

how to paint a poppy for 

a display 

(British Values) 
 

-Anti-Bullying week activities 

Linked to specific planning for 

the week’s Anti-Bullying theme. 

 

-Weddings/ Christenings 

 Show and Tell- show a 

photograph of their own 

Christening/ a 

Christening / wedding 

they have attended. Talk 

about the event shown in 

the photo, using 

appropriate vocabulary 

 Role play a pretend 

christening/ wedding 

(British Values) 

 
 

appropriate activity. 

Children can listen 

attentively in a range 

of situations 

Understanding: 

Developing 

understanding of 

simple concepts e.g.  

big and little. 

Developing an 

understanding of 

simple concepts. 

Responds to simple 

instructions. 

Responds to 

instructions with a 

two part sequence. 

Able to follow a story 

without pictures or 

props. 

Children follow 

instructions involving 

several ideas or 

actions 

Speaking: Uses simple 

sentences. 

Uses talk to connect 

ideas, explain what is 

happening and 

anticipate what might 

happen next, recall 

and relive past 

experiences. 

Extends vocabulary, 

especially by grouping 

learning and child initiated 

learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



turkey, wonder 

  

-Birthdays 

 Circle time 

Pass Listening Bear around the 

circle and talk about your 

favourite birthday (presents/ 

party/ cake) 

 Listening Bear’s 4th  

birthday party- make a 

card, sing happy 

birthday, help LB to blow 

4 candles out, follow 

instructions on how to 

play party ring games 

(Hokey Cokey,  Farmer‘s 

in his den, Ring a ring o 

roses)  

(British Values) 

 

-Advent/ Christmas 

 Advent calendar daily 

 Listen to ‘The Christmas 

Story’ from books and 

Smartboard video 

 Learn songs and perform 

our own Nativity 

 Visit Chatsworth 

Farmyard to experience 

the Nativity performance 

in the barn and follow 

instructions on how to 

make Christmas crafts. 

 Listen to Christmas 

themed stories/ learn 

Christmas songs and 

follow instructions on 

how to make a Christmas 

card/ calendar 

(British Values) 

and naming, exploring 

the meaning and 

sound of new words. 

Uses talk to organise, 

sequence and clarify 

thinking, ideas, 

feelings and events. 

Children express 

themselves clearly 

showing an awareness 

of the listeners needs 

 



 

CULTURAL CAPITAL-1:1/ small 

group sharing of ‘Celebrations’ 
non-fiction books and curiosity 

items to describe. 

 

CHALLENGE- Describe family 

celebrations in more detail and 

answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD— 

Peer buddy to support with 

vocabulary and engagement. 

Hands on linked resources in 

feely bag to investigate and 

develop engagement and 

vocabulary-Victor’s Wonderful 

Words board 

 

 

 

 

 

F2 
 I CAN USE 

TALK TO 

ORGANISE, 

SEQUENCE 

AND CLARIFY 

THINKING, 

IDEAS, 

FEELINGS 

AND EVENTS. 
 
 

 

 

 

-I know that Remembrance 

Sunday is a British tradition 

that takes place each year to 

help us to remember the 

sacrifice that was and is 

made by soldiers and other 

people in war times.   

 

-I know what bullying is and 

what to do if a friend or 

myself are ever bullied. 

 

-I know what kind behaviour 

is and why it is important. 

 

-I know that Hinduism is a 

religion with its own 

celebrations, traditions and 

culture.  

Playing and Exploring 

-Showing curiosity about 

objects, events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-Showing particular interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

Active Learning 

-Maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Showing high levels of 

energy, fascination 

-Not easily distracted 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Finding new ways to do 

things 

-Class brainstorm of prior 

knowledge 

Children answer the enquiry 

question: How do others 

celebrate? Teacher scribe ideas 

and display on working wall. 

 

-Remembrance Day 

 Talking partners-information 

power point-what it is and 

why celebrated 

 Children’s experience of 

family in army, RAF? 

 Parent/Carer visit in class to 

share their relatives war 

medals 

 Create a class poem based 

upon new vocabulary 

(British Values) 

           AS ABOVE Skills: 

-Active listening and 

responding using P4C 

strategies and actions to 

start to build on others’ 
comments  

-Further develop explanation 

skills 

-Understand how and why 

questions and start to ask 

questions from what has 

been heard 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 



  

-I know that Diwali means 

‘Festival of Lights.’ 
 

-I know the story of Rama 

and Sita and how it is the 

story that Diwali is based 

around.  

 

-I know the sequence of 

events in the Rama and Sita 

story. 

 

-I know that Christianity is a 

religion with its own 

traditions and celebrations.  

 

-I know about the Nativity 

story.  

 

-I know the kind of foods, 

clothes and other traditions 

that are part of the Diwali 

and Christmas festivals. 

 

-I know some of the  

similarities and differences 

between 2 celebrations for 

example Diwali and 

Christmas. 

 

Celebrate, celebration  

re-tell, sequence 

 

Remembrance Day, poppy, 

wreath, soldiers, army, RAF, 

war, sacrifice, respect, 

freedom, peace, remember, 

-Making links and noticing 

patterns in their experience 

-Developing ideas about 

sequences 

-Checking how well activities 

are going 

-Changing strategy as 

needed  

  

-Anti-Bullying week activities 

Linked to specific planning for 

the week’s Anti-Bullying theme. 

 

-Hinduism/Diwali learning 

 Looking at Hinduism-

introduce the religion-

talking partners discuss 

and use Victor 

Vocabulary board to 

record new words. 

 

 Listening to the story of 

Rama and Sita with 

answering and asking 

questions, recalling and 

re-telling of story plus 

acting it out. 

 

 ‘Let’s Celebrate’ video of 

‘I’m a Hindu celebrating 

Diwali.’ 
 

 Victor Vocabulary word 

bank of new vocabulary 

 

 F2 children present 

Diwali learning to F1 

children 

 

 Diwali Community 

workshop for parents 

and carers to join in with 

children’s range and 

culmination of learning. 

(British Values and Global 

Learning) 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘How do others’ celebrate?’ 
adult focus learning and 

child initiated learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



parade, cenotaph 

  

Bully/ing, Anti-Bullying, kind, 

unkind, respect, fair, rights, 

responsibilities. 

 

Religion, festival, Hindu, 

Hinduism, India, Diwali, 

Rama, Sita, Ravana. Monster, 

family, gathering, traditions, 

culture, diva lamps, mehndi 

hand patterns, Rangoli 

patterns, gods, rice, curry, 

onion bhaji, samosa, mango 

chutney, poppadom, spicy, 

hot, Indian dancing, sari, 

tunic.   

 

Christmas, advent, festive, 

baby Jesus, Nativity, Mary, 

Joseph, donkey, Bethlehem, 

stable, manger, star, sheep, 

camel, shepherds, angels, 

wise men, gifts, gold, 

Frankincense , myrrh  

Cards, carols, crackers, 

decorations, tree, presents, 

family, elves, Father 

Christmas, Santa, chimney, 

reindeer, sleigh, stockings, 

turkey, wonder, carol. 

 

Farm animal names, curly, 

smooth, soft, hard, wiry 

 

 

-Similarities and differences 

between Diwali and another 

known celebration 

Using comparative language,  

to talk about the similarities, 

differences between the 2 

celebrations e.g. in relation to 

the main celebration theme or 

story, special clothes, family 

gathering, special foods.   

(British Values) 
 

-Christmas 

 Advent calendar daily 

 

 Listen to ‘The Nativity 

Story’ from books and 

Smartboard video 

 

 Learn lines, songs and 

actions in order to 

perform our Nativity to 

school and then parents 

 

 Joint F1 and 2 Visit to 

Chatsworth Farmyard to 

experience the Nativity 

performance in the barn, 

follow instructions on 

how to make Christmas 

crafts and develop 

vocabulary when 

describing farm animals 

 

 Listen to Christmas 

themed stories/ learn 

Christmas songs and 



follow instructions on 

how to make a Christmas 

card/ calendar 

(British Values) 
 

-Similarities and differences 

between Diwali and Christmas 

Children compare the 2 

celebrations in terms of religion, 

family gathering, special clothes, 

traditions, foods and dancing. 

(British Values) 
 

CULTURAL CAPITAL- 1:1/ small 

group sharing of ‘Rama and Sita’ 
fiction book and non-fiction 

books relating to Diwali and 

Christmas. 

 

CHALLENGE- Talk about 

similarities and differences 

between Diwali, Birthdays and 

Christmas. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD— 

Victor Vocabulary-new words for 

the word bank and talking 

partners to develop sentence 

construction, interaction and 

vocabulary extension. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sticky Knowledge Observation Communication and language activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and 

application. 

F1- Circle time discussion following visit to Chatsworth Farmyard. Observe children’s response:language use/vocabulary and sentence construction when 

talking about Chatsworth and describe their favourite part of the visit.  

CC post teach non-fiction book on celebrations (recorded on Concept/vocabulary charts in book area) 

F2-During F2 peer tutoring/presentation of learning to F1 children-observe children’s use of language to organise, sequence and recall knowledge of Diwali 

story and the celebration, also answering questions.  

CC post teach non-fiction book on celebrations (recorded on Concept/vocabulary charts in book area) 

 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

-Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       -Autumn 1B F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 

-Visit by parent/carer to share war medals of relatives who served in War 

-Diwali Community workshop 

-Visit to Chatsworth Farmyard along with parents/carers 

- Nativity performances to school and parent/carers  

-Christmas party/ visit from Santa 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION: F1-HOW DO WE CELEBRATE?    F2-HOW DO OTHERS CELEBRATE? 

         TERM:    AUT 1B              AREA OF LEARNING: PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT                   

                                                                              (Also please see 1 Decision long term overview and planning-specific 1 Decision teaching and learning themes and lessons)   

 

EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END 

POINT 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want children 

to know and understand?) 

 CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING       

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS  (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F1 
I CAN 

ACCEPT 

THE 

NEEDS OF  

OTHERS 

AND 

START TO 

TAKE  

TURNS 

AND 

SHARE 

RESOURC

ES. 

    

 

 
 

 

- I know that I have needs 

and wants. 

 

-I am starting to know that 

other people have needs and 

wants. 

 

-I know that I can use 

pictures, actions or my 

words to express my 

feelings. 

 

-I know 1 strategy to support 

me when starting to accept 

the needs of another e.g. 

take turns. 

 

-I know that I can ask my 

adults and peers if I need 

support. 

 

-I know that my efforts will 

Playing and Exploring 

-showing curiosity about 

objects, events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-Showing particular interests 

-Representing their 

experiences in play 

-Taking on a role in their play 

-Acting out experiences with 

other people 

-Initiating activities. 

-seeking challenge 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

Active Learning 

-maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

-showing satisfaction in 

meeting their own goals 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

Bonfire Night 

 Circle time- take 

turns to talk about 

how they celebrate 

Bonfire Night with 

their family 

 Follow instructions 

on how to make a 

firework picture 

using black paper, 

chalk and glitter. 

Take turns to make a 

picture and share 

resources 

 Follow instructions 

on how to make a 

junk material rocket. 

Take turns to make a 

rocket and share 

resources. 

 

Remembrance Day 

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Making Relationships: 

Shows affection and 

concern for people who 

are special to them. 

Initiates conversations, 

attends to and takes 

account of what others 

say. They take account of 

one another’s ideas about 

how to organise their 

activity. Self-confidence 

and Self-awareness: 

Separates from main 

carer with confidence. 

Enjoys responsibility of 

carrying out small tasks. 

Can describe self in 

positive terms and talk 

about abilities. 

 

 

Skills: 

-Speaking Skills 

-Start to develop language of 

emotions 

-Empathy for others 

-Use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Begin to understand how 

and why questions 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

 

 

Other skills: 

 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘How do we celebrate?’ 
learning and child initiated 

 



 

 

be recognised when I try to 

negotiate and solve 

problems positively. 

 

-I know that bullying is 

unkind. 

 

-I know to say “stop” if 

someone is doing something 

I do not like and tell an adult. 

 

-I know what kind and 

respectful behaviour is. 

 

Share, take turns, good 

choice/ bad choice,  fair, 

fighting, disagreement, 

problem, peace, talk, help, 

support, solve, bully/ing, 

anti-bullying, kind, unkind, 

respect, fair, rights, 

responsibilities, talk, 

negotiate. 

Feel, feelings, emotions, 

happy, sad, cross, angry, 

jealous, timer, your turn, my 

turn, after, first, now, next. 

 

-Finding new ways to do 

things 

-Making links and noticing 

patterns in their experience 

 Use non-fiction 

books and the 

Smartboard to listen, 

learn and 

understand why we 

have Remembrance 

Day and accept the 

needs of others 

 Follow instructions 

on how to paint a 

poppy for a display. 

Take turns 

 

-Anti-Bullying week activities 

Linked to specific planning 

for the week’s Anti-Bullying 

theme. 

 Range of P4C class 

partner talking 

activities based on 

theme and Anti-

Bullying Alliance 

activities. 

 Use of 1 Decision 

consequences videos 

and resources to 

learn more about 

Bullying/Anti-

Bullying. 

 

 

Weddings/ 

Christenings 

 Show and Tell- show 

a photograph of 

their own 

Christening/ a 

Christening / 

They are confident to 

speak in a familiar group, 

will talk about their ideas, 

and will choose the 

resources they need for 

their chosen activities 

Managing Feelings and 

Behaviour: Can inhibit 

own actions and 

behaviours.  

Aware that some actions 

can hurt or harm others. 

Can inhibit own 

actions/behaviours, e.g. 

stop themselves doing 

something they shouldn’t 

do. Can usually adapt 

behaviour to different 

events, social situations 

and changes in routine. 

Understands that their 

own actions affect other 

people, for example, 

becomes upset or tries to 

comfort another child 

when they realise they 

have upset them. Aware 

of the boundaries set, and 

of the behavioural 

expectations in the 

setting. Beginning to be 

able to negotiate and 

solve problems without 

aggression. Children talk 

about how they and 

learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

 



wedding they have 

attended. Talk about 

the event shown in 

the photo. 

 Role play a pretend 

christening/ wedding 

 

Birthdays 

 Circle time 

Pass Listening Bear around 

the circle and talk about your 

favourite birthday (presents/ 

party/ cake) 

 Listening Bear’s 4th  

birthday party- make 

a card, sing happy 

birthday, help LB to 

blow 4 candles out, 

follow instructions 

on how to play party 

ring games (Hokey 

Cokey,  Farmer‘s in 

his den, Ring a ring o 

roses)  

 

Advent/ Christmas 

 Advent calendar 

daily 

 Listen to ‘The 

Christmas Story’ 
from books and 

Smartboard video 

 Learn songs and 

perform our own 

Nativity 

 Visit Chatsworth 

Farmyard to 

experience the 

others show feelings, talk 

about their own and 

others’ behaviour, and its 

consequences, and know 

that some behaviour is 

unacceptable. 

 



Nativity 

performance in the 

barn and follow 

instructions on how 

to make Christmas 

crafts. 

 Listen to Christmas 

themed stories/ 

learn Christmas 

songs and follow 

instructions on how 

to make a Christmas 

card/ calendar 

 

-In child initiated play and 

provision- adults facilitating 

negotiation and sharing/turn 

taking by explicit modelling 

along with peers, using 

strategies such as using sand 

timer for turn taking, ..goes 

for you and next…goes for 
me, explicit praise when 

desired behaviours shown.  

 

CULTURAL CAPITAL- 

Music Interaction weekly 

sessions in small group, 

taking turns and sharing 

instruments for a range of 

activities. 

 

CHALLENGE- Answer 

questions: Why is it 

important to share? 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD— 

 Use of emotions 



picture fans and 

displays to support 

children’s attempts 

at expressing 

feelings 

 

 Music Interaction 

and Monday lunch 

‘Stay and Play’ 
wellbeing club-to 

work on modelling 

sharing and taking 

turns skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

F2 
-I CAN 

BEGIN TO 

NEGOTIA

TE  

AND 

SOLVE 

PROBLEM

S  

WITHOUT 

AGRESSI

ON. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

-I know that I can ‘use my 

words’ to express my 

feelings. 

 

-I know 2 strategies to 

support me when 

negotiating or solving 

problems with peers. 

 

-I know that I can ask my 

adults and peers if I need 

support. 

 

-I know that my efforts will 

be recognised when I try to 

negotiate and solve 

problems positively. 

 

-I know what bullying is and 

what to do/who to tell if a 

friend or myself are ever 

bullied. 

 

-I know what kind behaviour 

is and why it is important. 

Playing and Exploring 

-Showing curiosity about 

objects, events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-Showing particular interests 

-Initiating activities 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

-Acting out experiences with 

other people 

-Taking a risk and learning by 

trial and error 

Active Learning 

-Maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Showing high levels of 

energy, fascination 

-Not easily distracted 

-Pays attention to details 

-Bouncing back after 

difficulties 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Finding ways to solve 

problems 

-Solving disagreements 

/Remembrance Day 

 Class discussion 

about wars and what 

better ways there 

are to solve 

disagreements-

children brainstorm 

ideas and explain 

why they are better 

ideas than fighting. 

 Role play scenarios 

using speech and 

thinking bubbles. 

 Friendship and 

solving conflict 

power point 

(British Values) 

  

-Anti-Bullying week activities 

Linked to specific planning 

for the week’s Anti-Bullying 

theme. 

 Range of P4C and 

class partner talking 

          SEE ABOVE Skills: 

-Speaking Skills 

-Further develop language of 

emotions 

-Empathy for others 

-Use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Understand how and why 

questions 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

 

Other skills: 

 

Application: In context of 

‘How do others’ celebrate?’ 
adult focus learning and 

child initiated learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Share, take turns, fair, war, 

fighting, conflict, 

disagreement, problem, 

peace, talk, help, support, 

solve, bully/ing, anti-

bullying, kind, unkind, 

respect, fair, rights, 

responsibilities, talk, 

negotiate. 

Feel, feelings, emotions, 

happy, sad, cross, angry, 

jealous, timer, your turn, my 

turn, after, first, now, next. 

 

 

 

-Making links and noticing 

patterns in their experience 

-Developing ideas about 

cause and effect 

-Checking how well activities 

are going 

-Changing strategy as 

needed 

-Review how well approach 

worked 

activities based on 

theme and Anti-

Bullying Alliance 

activities. 

 Use of 1 Decision 

consequences videos 

and resources to 

learn more about 

Bullying/Anti-

Bullying. 

 

-Regarding other people’s 

feelings-Rama and Sita story 

 

 Listening to the story 

of Rama and Sita-talk 

about the feelings of 

the characters in 

different parts of 

story e.g when Sita 

was taken away how 

did she and Rama 

feel? Why? What did 

Rama do to solve the 

problem?  

 (British Values and 

Global Learning) 

 

-Taking turns and sharing 

resources on Joint F1 and 2 

Visit to Chatsworth 

Farmyard-children sharing 

resources and taking turns to 

view/handle the animals and 

share craft materials and 

tools whilst making the craft 

items. 

 (British Values) 

 

 



 

-Listening to/watching a 

range of fiction and non-

fiction books/video clips 

relating to resolving conflict 

though talking. Negotiating, 

taking turns and sharing. 

 

-In child initiated play and 

provision- adults facilitating 

negotiation and sharing/turn 

taking by explicit modelling 

along with peers, using 

strategies such as using sand 

timer for turn taking, ..goes 

for you and next…goes for 
me, explicit praise when 

desired behaviours shown.  

 

CULTURAL CAPITAL-  

Music Interaction weekly 

sessions in small group, 

taking turns and sharing 

instruments for a range of 

activities. 

CHALLENGE 

Peer tutor younger pupils 

and peers on how to take 

turns and share as part of 

being a ‘good friend,’ 
creating posters to show 

this. 

SEN/LAP/DISAD— 

 Use of emotions 

picture fans and 

displays to support 

children’s attempts 

at expressing 



feelings 

 Music Interaction 

and Monday lunch 

‘Stay and Play’ 
wellbeing club-to 

work on modelling 

sharing and taking 

turns skills. 

 

 

 

 

 Sticky Knowledge Observation  Personal, Social and Emotional Development activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, 

knowledge and application. 

F1- Observe small groups of children playing games, such as the ‘finding pairs’ game, Noah’s Ark balancing game, dominoes, etc. to see how well children 

share resources and take turns. 

CC: Interventions based upon needs and next steps, including ‘Stay and Play’ and ‘Music Interaction’ plus 1:2 small group explicit PSED teaching   

 

F2- Observe small groups of children in their child initiated play, interacting and watch how they co-operate with each other, negotiating/turn taking and 

sharing. 

CC: Interventions based upon needs and next steps, including ‘Stay and Play’ and ‘Music Interaction’ plus 1:2 small group explicit PSED teaching   

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

 

Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       - Autumn 1B F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 

-Community Diwali workshop 

-Visit to Chatsworth Farmyard 



-Nativity performances 

-Christmas party/ visit from Santa 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 



 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION: F1-HOW DO WE CELEBRATE?    F2-HOW DO OTHERS CELEBRATE? 

         TERM:    AUT 1B              AREA OF LEARNING: PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT                                                           

 

 

 

EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END 

POINT 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want children 

to know and understand?) 

 CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING       

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS  (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F1 
-I CAN 

HOLD MY 

PENCIL 

BETWEEN 

THUMB 

AND 2 

FINGERS. 
 
 

 

 

 

- I know how to use 

one handed tools and 

equipment, such as 

pencils, pens, play 

dough tools, paint 

brushes, chalk, scissors 

etc. more confidently 

- I know how to hold a 

pencil between my 

thumb and 2 fingers 

more confidently 

- I can copy more 

letters from my name 

 

 

 

 

Playing and Exploring 

-showing curiosity about 

objects, events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-Showing particular interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-seeking challenge 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

Active Learning 

-maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

-showing satisfaction in 

meeting their own goals 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Finding new ways to do 

things 

-Making links and noticing 

patterns in their experience 

-Funky Fingers activities 

E.g.  using pegs and tweezers 

to transport pom-poms, 

Placing pegs in a peg board 

to make a pattern 

- Using Play dough tools  

-Name practise  

To copy name from card 

using a pencil and the tripod 

grip 

Bonfire Night 

Using chalks in order to 

improve fine motor skills  to 

make a fireworks picture 

-Cutting using child scissors 

to make a junk model rocket 

Remembrance Day 

Practising using a paintbrush 

to paint a poppy 

Weddings/ Christenings 

Improving fine motor skills 

by using shape stampers to 

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Moving and Handling: 

Beginning to show 

preference for dominant 

hand. 

Uses one-handed tools 

and equipment. 

Holds pencil between 

thumb and two fingers, no 

longer using whole-hand 

grasp. 

Holds pencil near point 

between first two fingers 

and thumb and uses it 

with good control. 

Can copy some letters. 

Negotiates space 

successfully when playing 

racing and chasing games, 

adjusting speed or 

Skills: 

-fine motor skills 

-gross motor skills 

-Active listening to follow 

instructions 

-Using my prior knowledge 

and making links 

 

 

Other skills: 

-co-ordination skills 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘How do we celebrate?’ 
learning and child initiated 

learning 

 

 

 

 

 



Drawing, writing, 

letters,  

play dough, tools, roll, 

flat, cut, squash, 

stretch, squeeze,  slap, 

mould, press, pat, 

poke,  

Funky Fingers, thread, 

tweezers, pinch, peg, 

scissors, snip 

 

 
 

print patterns in order to 

make wrapping paper 

Christmas 

Calendars/ Christmas cards 

Writing names and messages 

using tripod grip 

 

 

 

CC-Ensure they help to make 

play dough regularly and 1:1 

support to hold pencil 

correctly. 

 

CHALLENGE- Write name 

using correct pencil grip. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD-  

-Multi-sensory drawing and 

letter shapes formed in 

glitter and using shoulders 

with ribbon sticks and chalks 

on floor/large paper. Lots of 

drawing and letter formation 

practise. 

Extra 1:1 scissor handling 

support and small group 

Funky Fingers group.  

Use a visual timetable for 

toilet use. 

changing direction. 

Handles tools, objects, 

construction and 

malleable materials safely 

and with increasing 

control. 

Begins to form 

recognisable letters. 

Uses a pencil and uses it 

effectively to form 

recognisable letters, most 

of which are correctly 

formed. 

Shows increasing control 

over an object in pushing, 

patting, throwing, 

catching or kicking it 

Children handle 

equipment and tools 

effectively, including 

pencils for writing 

Health and Self-care: 

Beginning to be 

independent in self-care. 

Observes the effect of 

activity on their bodies. 

Shows some 

understanding that good 

practices with regard to 

exercise, eating, sleeping 

and hygiene can 

contribute to good health. 

Shows an understanding 

of the need for safety 

when tackling new 

 

 

 

 

 



challenges, and considers 

and manages some risks. 

Practices some 

appropriate safety 

measures without direct 

supervision. 

Children manage their 

own basic hygiene and 

personal needs 

successfully, including 

dressing and going to the 

toilet independently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F2  

 
I CAN USE 

A PENCIL 

MORE 

EFFECTIV

ELY TO 

FORM 

RECOGNI

SABLE 

LETTERS. 

 

 

 

 

-I know how to hold a pencil 

between my thumb and 2 

fingers. 

 

- I know how to write some 

letters from my name. 

 

-I know how to sit in the 

‘perfect handwriting 

position.’ 
 

-I know how to form some 

anticlockwise and vertical 

letters correctly, beginning 

at the correct starting 

position. 

 

-I know that I need to 

practise my letter formation 

to gain accuracy. 

 

Playing and Exploring 

-Initiating activities 

-seeking challenge 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

-Pays attention to details 

Active Learning 

-maintaining focus on 

 their activity for a period of 

time 

-Pays attention to details 

-showing satisfaction in 

meeting their own goals 

-Persists when challenges 

occur 

-Bouncing back after 

difficulties 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Finding new ways to do 

things 

-Making links and noticing 

-Daily RWInc writing and 

handwriting session 

Recap anti clockwise letters 

and practise vertical letters. 

 

-Funky Fingers activities 

E.g. Plasticine-rolling, using 

cutters, balancing balls on 

golf tees, play dough disco.  

 

-Pencil use for name practise  

To copy name from card 

using a pencil and the tripod 

grip. 

 

-Vocabulary/ word writing as 

labels to drawings on 

Remembrance Day 

Writing down new 

vocabulary applying anti- 

clockwise and vertical line 

          SEE ABOVE Skills: 

-Fine motor skills 

-Gross motor skills 

-Active listening to follow 

instructions 

-Using my prior knowledge 

and making links 

-Pencil grip and letter 

formation skills 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Co-ordination skills 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘How do others celebrate?’ 
adult focus learning and 

child-initiated learning. 

 

 



 Carefully, handwriting, letter 

formation, anti-clockwise, 

vertical, roll, cut, balance, 

disco moves e.g squeeze,  

slap, vocabulary, word, 

sentence, pressure, grip, 

firm, ‘perfect handwriting 

position,’ neat, space 

 

patterns in their experience 

-Checking how well their 

activities are going 

-Changing strategy when 

needed 

-Reviewing how well the 

approach worked 

practise. 

 

- Writing sentences for Anti-

Bullying week 

To convey anti-bullying 

messages. 

 

-Word and sentence writing 

about Diwali Story 

Convey meaning about the 

Rama and Sita story 

sequence.  

 

Writing for audiences at 

Christmas 

 

 Writing Christmas 

card messages and 

greetings 

 Writing a letter to 

Santa 

 

-Weekly P.E sessions- 

Getting undressed and 

dressed before P.E session. 

Dance focus: 

 Creative dance in 

response to 

percussion 

instruments and 

music 

 Developing Diwali 

dance and routine to 

present to school 

and parents/carers 

at the Diwali 

Community 

workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CC-PD:MH: Letter formation 

1:1 intervention. 

 

CHALLENGE- To make sure 

that letters are developing in 

consistency of size and 

shape. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD 

-Multi-sensory letter 

formation in sand, glitter and 

using shoulders with ribbon 

sticks and chalks on 

floor/large paper. Lots of 

drawing and letter formation 

practise. 

- PD:MH 1:1 letter formation 

intervention. 

 

 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge Observation  Physical Development activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and 

application. 

F1- Observe children using a pencil and assess their pencil grip and note which hand they are using. 

CC- 1:1 support with pencil grip  

 

F2- Observe children forming letters during writing activities and the effectiveness of their pencil grip/position and resting of wrist and pressure. 

CC- 1:1 support with writing position in terms of need-grip, resting of wrist and pressure 

 

 

 



CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       - Autumn 1B F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 

-Community Diwali workshop 

-Visit to Chatsworth Farmyard 

-Nativity performances 

-Christmas party/ visit from Santa 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 



 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION: F1-HOW DO WE CELEBRATE?    F2-HOW DO OTHERS CELEBRATE? 

         TERM:    AUT 1B              AREA OF LEARNING: LITERACY 
 

 

EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END 

POINT 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want children 

to know and understand?) 

 CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING       

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS  (Please see 

Long term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

F1 

 
READING 

 
I CAN 

DESCRIBE 

MAIN 

STORY 

SETTINGS, 

EVENTS 

AND 

PRINCIPAL 

CHARACTE

RS.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-I know some nursery 

rhymes and songs 

-I can join in with 

rhymes and I know 

when words start with 

the same sound, like 

‘big boat.’ 
-I know that stories 

have beginnings and 

endings  and -I can 

guess how the story 

ends 

-I can listen to stories 

and talk about them 

-I can talk about the 

places and characters 

in stories and the 

important things that 

happen in the story 

Playing and Exploring 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-engaging in open-ended 

activity 

-Showing particular interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

Active learning 

-Maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Making links 

Bonfire Night 

Remembrance Day 

Focus on non-fiction books 

about Guy Fawkes and 

Remembrance Day to 

understand that information 

can be relayed in the form of 

print 

 

Texts: 

The Bad Tempered Lady bird’ 
‘The Very Busy Spider’ 
‘The Very Quiet Cricket’ 
‘Slowly , slowly, slowly, said the 

Sloth’ 
‘Draw me a Star’ 
  

with a weekly  

‘BOOK OF THE WEEK’ DISPLAY   

linked to focus author: Eric 

Carle. 

 

Weddings/Birthdays 

‘Milly’s Wedding’ by Kate 

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Reading: Repeats 

words or phrases from 

familiar stories. 

Shows an awareness of 

rhyme and alliteration. 

Recognise rhythm in 

spoken words. 

Describes main story 

settings, events and 

principal characters. 

Knows that print carries 

meaning, and in 

English, is read from 

left to right and top to 

bottom. 

Hears and says the 

initial sounds in words. 

Can segment the 

sounds in simple words 

and blend them 

together and knows 

 

Skills: 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

-Active listening  

-Memory development 

-the ability to predict 

-thinking skills 

 

 

Other skills: 

 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of       

‘How do we celebrate?’ 
learning and child initiated 

learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
WRITING 

I CAN 

ASCRIBE 

MEANIN

GS TO 

MARKS. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

-I know at least 2/3 

‘Poetry Basket’ action 

poems off by heart.  

 

-I can tell someone 

what I think writing 

means 

 

book, front cover, 

title, author, 

illustrator,   

character, plot, 

storyline, 

beginning, middle, 

end, favourite, 

story, information, 

word, page, predict, 

re-tell, feeling/s, 

compare, act out, 

poetry, poems, 

rhyme, sound, 

letter, talking 

partners  

 

 

Summers  

‘Little Miss Princess and the 

Very Special Wedding’ 
‘Birthday Bear’ by Georgina 

Russell 

‘My Presents’ by Rod Campbell 

-Talk about the title page -

picture-predict what this book 

could be about. How do you 

know? Point to author/name 

and the job they do. 

-Anticipate and join in with 

repeated refrains and predict at 

certain points in the above 

texts: ”What might come 

next?”. 

-Retell above texts with story 

props/small world toys/puppets 

-what happens next? Describe 

main story settings, events and 

main characters 

 

Form letters in name correctly 

using pens, paints and sand 

 

Helicopter Stories- 

Children’s stories scribed and 

acted out with class on the day 

created, contributing to child’s 

Helicopter Story book along 

with any other child initiated 

linked writing.  

Non-fiction books 

Linked to Celebrations, plus 

topics shown interest in by 

children. 

 

Poetry Texts- 

which letters represent 

some of them. 

Links sounds to letters, 

sounding the letters of 

the alphabet. 

Begin to read words 

and simple sentences. 

Use phonic knowledge 

to decode regular 

words and read them 

aloud accurately. 

Writing: Distinguishes 

between marks they 

make. 

Ascribes meanings to 

marks they see in 

different places. 

Gives meaning to 

marks as they write 

paint and draw. 

Begins to break the 

flow of speech into 

words. 

 

 

 



‘Shout! Little Poems that 

Roar’ by Brod Bagert 

-with linked role-play and 

drawing/writing responses. 

 

Poetry Basket- 

‘The Poetry Basket’ laminated 

Class book 

-Children joining in with 

seasonal collection of rhyming 

action poems along with peers 

and staff, to develop a bank off 

learnt/off by heart poems to 

recite and present. 

 

 CC  

 1:1/ small group sharing 

of story sacks and non-

fiction books/curiosity 

items to describe, which 

are linked to aspects in 

the above fiction that 

the child is less familiar 

with. 

 Concept/vocabulary 

grids 1:1 with adult in 

reading arch (logged on 

chart) 

 

CHALLENGE- Add more detail 

into pictures and drawings, 

using knowledge of books 

shared to create story ideas. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- Peer buddy to 

support with vocabulary and 

engagement plus visual prompts 

and encouragement to use 



puppets to act out parts of 

stories. 

 

 

F2 

 
READING 

 
I CAN 

SEGMENT 

THE 

SOUNDS 

IN SIMPLE 

WORDS 

AND 

BLEND 

THEM 

TOGETHER

, 

KNOWING 

WHICH 

LETTERS 

REPRESEN

T SOME OF 

THEM. 

 

 

 

WRITING 

 
I CAN USE 

CLEARLY 

IDENTIFIA

BLE 

LETTERS 

TO 

COMMUNI

CATE 

MEANING 

REPRESEN

TING 

SOME 

SOUNDS         

CORRECTL

Y AND IN 

SEQUENCE 

IN MY 

WORD. 

 

-I know the titles of at 

least 3 Oliver Jeffers’ 
fiction books. 

 

-I can segment and 

blend simple words 

and know the 

corresponding letters 

for some of those 

sounds. 

 

-I can re-tell a story, 

including the main 

points of the plot. 

 

-I can identify my 

favourite Oliver Jeffers 

fiction book form a 

choice of 2 of his 

books. 

 

-I know what ‘hot 

seating,’ a speech and 

thinking bubble are in 

a drama context. 

 

-I am starting to know 

Playing and Exploring 

-Shows curiosity about 

objects, events and people 

-Showing particular interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

-Takes on a role in their play 

Active learning 

-Maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

 

-Making links 

 

-Review how well the 

approach worked 

-Daily RWInc group sessions 

with RWInc leaders-speed 

sounds, word time and 

handwriting sessions. 

 

‘BOOKS OF THE WEEK’ DISPLAY   

linked to focus author: Oliver 

Jeffers. 

Voting to find out the class  

favourite that week. 

 

Texts: 

The Way Back Home 

Stuck 

Up and Down 

 

Book talk, talking partners, and 

P4C discussions for each of 

stories. When discussing the 

books, referring to Victor 

Vocabulary, Rex Retriever, Igg 

Inference to aid reading 

skills/comprehension. 

 

The Way Back Home 

 Hot seating drama 

techniques for the boy 

and alien characters. 

 Retell the story and 

write a list of things you 

would need  

              to climb the mount- 

              ain and rescue the  

              alien. 

          SEE ABOVE Skills: 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

-Active listening  

-Memory development  

holding a sentence 

-The ability to predict 

-Thinking skills 

Hear and say initial letter 

sounds 

-Link phonemes to 

graphemes 

-Spell cvc words correctly 

-Record all dominant letters 

heard in words 

 

 

Other skills: 

 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of       

‘How do others celebrate?’ 
adult focus learning and 

child initiated learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
the difference 

between fiction, non-

fiction and poetry. 

 

-I know what setting, 

characters and plot 

vocabulary means. 

 

-I can use initial and 

some dominant letters 

in sequence when 

writing words and 

simple sentences. 

 

-I can read back my 

writing. 

 

-I know 4 Poetry 

basket poems off by 

heart to recite and 

perform. 

 

Title, author, 

illustrator, character, 

plot, storyline,  vote, 

favourite, fiction, non-

fiction, poetry, capital 

letter, letter, word, 

sentence, full stop, 

page, predict, re-tell, 

 

Stuck 

 Role-play using speech 

and thinking bubbles to 

reflect Floyd’s language, 

feelings and thoughts at 

various points. 

 Write own part of the 

story, for example what 

else could Floyd throw 

up/write an alternative 

ending. 

 

Up and Down 

 Talk about favourite 

parts of story and 

explain why. 

 Write a description of 

what I would really like 

to learn to do and 

draw/label picture. 

 

Other literacy opportunities 

across the curriculum: 

 

Remembrance Day 

 Looking at information 

power points about 

Remembrance Sunday-

using phonic skills to 

segment and blend 

some key vocabulary. 

 Exploring specific 

vocabulary and drawing 

pictures, then labelling 

using phonics and sight 

vocabulary skills.  

 Create class poem 



sequence, feeling/s, 

role-play, act out, hot 

seat, speech bubble, 

thinking bubble, 

poetry, poems, rhyme, 

explain, remember, 

recite, perform. 

  

 

 
 

about Remembrance 

Sunday. 

 

Diwali story of Rama and Sita: 

 Listening to the story 

and talking about 

beginning, middle and 

end. 

 Sequencing pictures and 

writing words and 

simple sentences about 

each picture. 

 

Nativity Story 

Listen to the story and base 

class Nativity on it-with setting, 

characters, plot culminating in 

school and parent presentation. 

   

Non-fiction topic books Linked 

to Remembrance, Diwali and 

Christmas plus topics shown 

interest in by children during 

child initiated and fiction study. 

Poetry Texts- 

Zim, Zam, Zoom-James Carter-

with linked role-play and 

drawing/writing responses. 

 

Poetry Basket 

-‘The Poetry Basket’ laminated 

Class book 

-Children joining in with 

seasonal collection of rhyming 

action poems along with peers 

and staff, to develop a bank off 

learnt/off by heart poems to 



recite and present. 

 

Weekly home and school 

reading books linked to sounds 

that the children have been 

taught and tricky word/sight 

vocabulary packs. 

 

Helicopter Stories- 

Children’s stories scribed and 

acted out with class on the day 

created, contributing to child’s 

Helicopter Story book along 

with any other child initiated 

linked writing.  

 

CC  

 Small group adult 

modelling of reading 

and writing linked to 

fiction books. 

 Concept/vocabulary 

grids 1:1 with adult in 

reading arch (logged on 

chart) 

 

CHALLENGE- Encourage children 

to read and spell tricky words 

and develop sentences using 

‘and.’ 
 

SEN/LAP/DISAD-Help children 

to link what they have heard in 

stories to their own 

experiences.  

 

 



Sticky Knowledge Observation  Literacy activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and application. 

F1- Ask a child to talk about their weekly fiction library book and assess how they DESCRIBE MAIN STORY SETTINGS, EVENTS AND PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS.   
CC 1:1 Recapping of settings, events and characters 

 

F2- Play a verbal ‘Fred Talk’ CVC sound/word game and assess ability to segment and blend, then point to corresponding letters/write them.  

 CC 1:1 RWInc catch up pm and support 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

 

Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       - Autumn 1B F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 

-Community Diwali workshop 

-Visit to Chatsworth Farmyard 

-Nativity performances 

-Christmas party/ visit from Santa 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION: F1-HOW DO WE CELEBRATE?    F2-HOW DO OTHERS CELEBRATE? 

         TERM:    AUT 1B              AREA OF LEARNING: UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD                                                

                                                                                      (Please also see separate R.E planning) 

 

EYFS CLASS/ 

END POINT 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want 

children to know and 

understand?) 

 CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING       

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS  (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

F1 
I CAN RECALL 

 HOW I  

CELEBRATE 

WITH MY 

FAMILY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ICT 

I CAN DRAW 

LINES AND 

SIMPLE MARKS 

USING A PEN 

TOOL ON A 

DRAWING 

PROGRAM 

 

 

-I can remember 

and talk about 

celebrating with 

my family 

-I can recognise 

and describe 

special times or 

events for friends 

and family 

 
Bonfire Night, Guy 

Fawkes, gunpowder, 

treason, plot,  explode, 

Parliament, cellar, 

barrel, soldiers,  

fireworks, sparkler, 

rocket, whoosh, bang, 

pop, crackle, 

Bonfire, hot, flames, 

Playing and Exploring 

-shows curiosity about 

objects , events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-Showing particular interests 

-representing their 

experiences in play 

-taking on a role in their play 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

Active Learning 

-maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-making links and noticing 

patterns in their experiences 

-Class brainstorm of prior 

knowledge 

Children answer the enquiry 

question: How do we 

celebrate? Teacher scribe 

ideas and display on working 

wall. 

-Bonfire Night 

 Use a non-fiction 

book to learn about 

Guy Fawkes/the 

Gunpowder plot. 

 Use Smartboard to 

find out about  

Bonfire Night and 

fireworks safety 

 Circle time- share 

and discuss how we 

celebrate Bonfire 

Night with our 

family. 

 (British Values) 

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

People and Communities 

Beginning to have their 

own friends 

Remembers and talks 

about significant events in 

their own experience 

Recognises and describes 

special times or events for 

family and friends 

Enjoys joining in with 

family customs and 

routines. 

Know that other children 

do not always enjoy the 

same things and are 

sensitive to this. 

Know about similarities 

between self and others, 

among families, 

 

Skills: 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

Active listening  

-Use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Begin to understand how 

and why questions 

- 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of       

‘How do we celebrate?’ 
learning and child initiated 

learning 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

burger, hotdog,  

 

Remembrance Day, 

poppy, wreath, soldiers, 

war, sacrifice, respect, 

freedom,  peace, 

remember, parade, 

uniforms, marching, 

silence 

  

Weddings, marriage, 

bride, bridegroom, 

bridesmaid, best man, 

church, aisle, vicar, 

service, guest, bouquet, 

hymns, vows, ring, 

confetti, reception, 

dance, cake 

 

Christening, baptism, 

Christian,  baby, 

parents, godparents, 

family, gown, hymns, 

candle, font, water, 

church , vicar, prayers, 

cards, gifts, cake 

 

Birthday, card, cake, 

candles, blow, wish, 

sing, happy, balloons, 

presents, celebration, 

party, banner, games, 

 

Christmas, celebration, 

festive,  baby Jesus, 

nativity, Mary, Joseph, 

donkey, Bethlehem, 

stable, manger, star, 

 

-Remembrance Day 

 Use non-fiction 

books and the 

Smartboard to listen, 

learn and 

understand why we 

have Remembrance 

Day 

(British Values) 
 

-Anti-Bullying week activities 

Linked to specific planning 

for the week’s Anti-Bullying 

theme. 

 

-Weddings/ Christenings 

 Show and Tell- show 

a photograph of 

their own 

Christening/ a 

Christening / 

wedding they have 

attended. Talk about 

the event shown in 

the photo, using 

appropriate 

vocabulary 

 Role play a pretend 

christening/ wedding 

(British Values) 
 

-Birthdays 

 Circle time 

Pass Listening Bear around 

the circle and talk about your 

favourite birthday memories 

(presents/ party/ cake) 

communities and 

traditions. 

Technology: Can operate 

ICT equipment with 

developing confidence. 

Completes a simple 

program on a computer. 

Uses ICT hardware to 

interact with age-

appropriate computer 

software.                                    

The World: To notice 

features during small 

world play. 

Comments and asks 

questions about aspects of 

their familiar world, such 

as the place where they 

live or the natural world. 

Talks about why things 

happen and how things 

work. 

Looks closely at 

similarities, differences, 

patterns and change. They 

talk about the features of 

their own immediate 

environment and how 

environments might vary 

from one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



sheep, camel, 

shepherds, angels, wise 

men, gifts, gold, 

Frankincense , myrrh,  

Cards, carols, crackers, 

decorations, tree, 

presents, family, elves, 

Father Christmas, 

Santa, chimney, 

reindeer, sleigh, 

stockings, turkey, 

wonder 

 
 Computer, keyboard, 

mouse,  

 

Circuit, electricity, 

invisible, bulb, light, 

wire/s, battery, 

battery holder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Listening Bear’s 4th  

birthday party- make 

a card, sing happy 

birthday, help LB to 

blow 4 candles out, 

follow instructions 

on how to play party 

ring games (Hokey 

Cokey,  Farmer‘s in 

his den, Ring a ring o 

roses)  

(British Values) 
 

-Advent/ Christmas 

 Advent calendar 

daily 

 Listen to ‘The 

Christmas Story’ 
from books and 

Smartboard video 

 Learn songs and 

perform our own 

Nativity 

 Visit Chatsworth 

Farmyard to 

experience the 

Nativity 

performance in the 

barn 

 (British Values) 

 

-ICT focus- drawing program 

Use a drawing program 

e.g. 2Simple or a creative 

app on a tablet to draw a 

simple Celebration 

picture, such as fireworks, 



a poppy, a Christmas tree 

or Santa. 

 
 ONGOING: 

ICT- Support/practise logging 

onto Mini Mash 

Exploring different areas of 

Purple Mash.  

Use of Alexa to ask 

information and play music 

-Use of I pads to play age 

appropriate games 

 

 

-Science trolley 

Children explore range of 

equipment e.g magnifying 

glasses, prisms, mini-beast 

containers to use in the 

provision to investigate. 

 

-Care and observation of the 

Early Years stick insects and 

tortoise 

F1 and 2 care rota, preparing 

food and water, cleaning out 

and observing, explaining 

any changes.  

 

-Makerspace STEM Trolley 

Learning 

Investigating simple circuits 

to light up a bulb and 

incorporate into own 

models/interests- alongside 

a KS 2 peer tutor once a 

week. Sharing of related 

electricity/circuit non fiction 



booklets. 

 

 

Vegetable Planters-Joint F1 

and 2 /Use of gardening 

equipment/ watering seeds 
 

CULTURAL CAPITAL-1:1/ 

small group sharing of 

‘Celebrations’ non-fiction 

books and curiosity items to 

describe. 

 

CHALLENGE- Describe family 

celebrations in more detail 

and answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD— 

Peer buddy to support with 

vocabulary and engagement. 

Hands on linked resources in 

feely bag to investigate and 

develop engagement and 

vocabulary-Victor’s 

Wonderful Words board 

 

 

 

 

 

F2 
 I CAN 

COMPARE 

SIMILARITIES 

AND 

DIFFERENCES 

BETWEEN THE 

-I know that 

Remembrance 

Sunday is a British 

tradition that 

takes place each 

year to help us to 

remember the 

sacrifice that was 

and is made by 

soldiers and other 

Playing and Exploring 

-Shows curiosity about 

objects ,events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-Showing particular interests 

-Representing their 

experiences in play 

-Taking on a role in their play 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

Active Learning 

Class brainstorm of prior 

knowledge 

Children answer the enquiry 

question: How do others 

celebrate? Teacher scribe 

ideas and display on working 

wall. 

 

-Remembrance Day 

 Talking partners-

information power 

point-what it is and why 

         AS ABOVE Skills: 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

Active listening  

-Use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Understand how and why 

questions 

-Comparative skills 

 

 

 



FESTIVALS: 

DIWALI AND  

CHRISTMAS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

people in war 

times.   

 

-I know that 

Hinduism is a 

religion with its 

own celebrations, 

traditions and 

culture.  

 

-I know that Diwali 

means ‘Festival of 

Lights.’ 
 

-I know the story 

of Rama and Sita 

and how it is the 

story that Diwali is 

based around.  

 

-I know the 

sequence of 

events in the 

Rama and Sita 

story. 

 

-I know that 

Christianity is a 

religion with its 

own traditions and 

-Maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Making links and noticing 

patterns in their experiences 

celebrated 

 Children’s experience of 

family in army, RAF? 

 Parent/Carer visit in class 

to share their relatives 

war medals 

 Create a class poem 

based upon new 

vocabulary 

(British Values) 

 

  

-Anti-Bullying week activities 

Linked to specific planning 

for the week’s Anti-Bullying 

theme. 

 

-Hinduism/Diwali learning 

 Looking at Hinduism-

introduce the 

religion-talking 

partners discuss and 

use Victor 

Vocabulary board to 

record new words. 

 

 India on map and 

learn about 

Hinduism linked to 

India and as a world 

religion. 

            (Global Learning) 

 Listening to the story 

of Rama and Sita 

with answering and 

asking questions, 

recalling and re-

telling of story plus 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of       

‘How do others celebrate?’ 
adult focus learning and 

child initiated learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

celebrations.  

 

-I know about the 

Nativity story.  

 

-I know the kind of 

foods, clothes and 

other traditions 

that are part of 

the Diwali and 

Christmas 

festivals. 

 

-I know some of 

the  

similarities and 

differences 

between 2 

celebrations for 

example Diwali 

and Christmas. 

 

-I know that I need 

to log on the 

computer to 

access Mini Mash. 

 

-I know that I need 

to manipulate the 

mouse to effect 

acting it out. 

 

 ‘Let’s Celebrate’ 
video of ‘I’m a Hindu 

celebrating Diwali.’ 
 

 Victor Vocabulary 

word bank of new 

vocabulary 

 

 F2 children present 

Diwali learning to F1 

children 

 

 Diwali Community 

workshop for 

parents and carers 

to join in with 

children’s range and 

culmination of 

learning. 

(British Values and Global 

Learning) 
 

-Similarities and differences 

between Diwali and another 

known celebration 

Using comparative language,  

to talk about the similarities, 

differences between the 2 

celebrations e.g. in relation 

to the main celebration 

theme or story, special 

clothes, family gathering, 

special foods.   

(British Values) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

changes on the 

computer. 

 

-I know that I can 

ask Alexa 

questions to find 

out information. 

 

-I know how to use 

word processing 

on the computer. 

 

-I am practising 

learning how to 

save my learning 

in a folder on the 

computer. 

 

-I know the names 

of the bulb, wire, 

battery. 

 

-I know that a 

circuit needs to be 

complete to light 

up a bulb. 

 

 

-I know that 

vegetable plants 

 

-Christmas 

 Advent calendar 

daily 

 

 Listen to ‘The 

Nativity Story’ from 

books and 

Smartboard video 

 

 Learn lines, songs 

and actions in order 

to perform our 

Nativity to school 

and then parents 

 

 Joint F1 and 2 Visit 

to Chatsworth 

Farmyard to 

experience the 

Nativity 

performance in the 

barn, follow 

instructions on how 

to make Christmas 

crafts and develop 

vocabulary when 

describing farm 

animals 

 

 Listen to Christmas 

themed stories/ 

learn Christmas 

songs and follow 

instructions on how 

to make a Christmas 

card/ calendar 

(British Values) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICT 

I CAN USE ICT 

HARDWARE TO 

INTERACT WITH 

WORDPROCESS

ING 

SOFTWARE. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

need water, 

compost and light 

to help them to 

grow. 

 

-I can explain any 

changes to our 

vegetable plant 

growth. 

 

Celebrate, 

celebration  

re-tell, sequence 

 

Remembrance 

Day, poppy, 

wreath, soldiers, 

army, RAF, war, 

sacrifice, respect, 

freedom, peace, 

remember, 

parade, cenotaph 

  

Bully/ing, Anti-

Bullying, kind, 

unkind, respect, 

fair, rights, 

responsibilities. 

 

Religion, festival, 

 

-Similarities and differences 

between Diwali and 

Christmas 

Children compare the 2 

celebrations in terms of 

religion, family gathering, 

special clothes, traditions, 

foods and dancing. 

(British Values) 

 

 

-ICT Learning 

Word processing linked to 

the celebrations learning-

Remembrance, Diwali, 

Christmas descriptions of 

traditions. 

 

ONGOING: 

-ICT-Support/practise logging 

onto Mini Mash 

Exploring different areas of 

Purple Mash and with 

support learning to save 

learning. 

 

-Use of Alexa to ask 

information and play music 

 

-Use of I pads to play age 

appropriate games 

 

-Science resources 

/equipment trolley use 

during investigating for the 

above and child initiated 

explorations in provision, 



Hindu, Hinduism, 

India, Diwali, 

Rama, Sita, 

Ravana. Monster, 

family, gathering, 

traditions, culture, 

diva lamps, 

mehndi hand 

patterns, Rangoli 

patterns, gods, 

rice, curry, onion 

bhaji, samosa, 

mango chutney, 

poppadom, spicy, 

hot, Indian 

dancing, sari, 

tunic.   

 

Christmas, advent, 

festive, baby 

Jesus, Nativity, 

Mary, Joseph, 

donkey, 

Bethlehem, stable, 

manger, star, 

sheep, camel, 

shepherds, angels, 

wise men, gifts, 

gold, Frankincense 

, myrrh  

including observation of 

Autumn/weather changes. 

 

-Makerspace STEM Trolley 

Learning 

Investigating/problem 

solving to create simple 

circuits to light up a bulb plus 

buzzers and use of switches. 

Incorporate circuits into own 

ideas and models, including 

a joint Christmas tree- 

alongside a KS 2 peer tutor 

once a week. Sharing of 

related electricity/circuit non 

fiction booklets. 

 

Vegetable Planters-Joint F1 

and 2 /Use of gardening 

equipment 

Weeding and watering. 

Observing the vegetable 

plants growth and explaining 

changes. 

 

CULTURAL CAPITAL- 1:1/ 

small group sharing of ‘Rama 

and Sita’ fiction book and 

non-fiction books relating to 

Diwali and Christmas. 

 

CHALLENGE- Talk about 

similarities and differences 

between Diwali, Birthdays 

and Christmas. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD— 

Victor Vocabulary-new 



Cards, carols, 

crackers, 

decorations, tree, 

presents, family, 

elves, Father 

Christmas, Santa, 

chimney, reindeer, 

sleigh, stockings, 

turkey, wonder, 

carol. 

 

Farm animal 

names, curly, 

smooth, soft, hard, 

wiry 

 

Computer, 

keyboard, mouse, 

log on, password, 

user name, word 

processing. 

Alexa, I pads, save, 

folder. 

 

Circuit, electricity, 

invisible, bulb, 

bulb holder, light, 

wire/s, battery, 

battery holder. 

 

words for the word bank and 

talking partners to develop 

sentence construction, 

interaction and vocabulary 

extension. 

 



Plant, vegetable, 

grow/th/ing, 

water, light, 

compost, weed, 

changes, taller. 
 

 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge Observation  Understanding the World activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and 

application. 

F1- Observe children talking about how they celebrate birthdays with their family. Note the language a child uses during discussions. 

CC-Use the above assessment to then focus on any gaps that a pupil may have and teach small group accordingly.   

 

F2-Listen to and scribe children’s responses when having a class discussion about the similarities and differences between the celebrations: Diwali and 

Christmas.  

 CC- Use the above assessment to then focus on any gaps that a pupil may have and teach small group accordingly.   
 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       -Autumn 1B F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 

-Community Diwali workshop 

-Visit to Chatsworth Farmyard 

-Nativity performances 

-Christmas party/ visit from Santa 
 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 



 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION: F1-HOW DO WE CELEBRATE?    F2-HOW DO OTHERS CELEBRATE? 

         TERM:    AUT 1B              AREA OF LEARNING:EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN                                                 

 

 

EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END 

POINT 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want 

children to know and 

understand?) 

 CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING       

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS  (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

F1 
I CAN 

(FREELY) 

EXPLORE 

AND  

ENGAGE IN 

A RANGE  

OF 

CREATIVE 

ACTIVITIES 

AND 

MEDIA.  

 

 

Art 
 I CAN 

EXPLORE 

COLOUR 

AND MIX 

COLOURS 

TO CHANGE 

THEM 

 

 

-I can join in with dancing 

and ring games 

-I know some familiar 

songs 

-I know how to tap out 

simple repeated rhythms 

on my body / musical 

instruments 

-I can explore colour and 

how colour can be changed 

using different mediums  

–I can picking out 

colours in a picture, 

identifying colours 

-I know how to use lines to 

enclose a space, and then 

begin to use these shapes 

to represent objects 

- I can transfer drawing 

skills, and paint 

simplified shapes to 

represent a tree or a 

present etc. 

Playing and Exploring 

-showing curiosity about 

objects , events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-engaging in open ended 

activity 

-Showing particular interests 

-Pretending objects are 

things from their experience 

-Representing their 

experiences in play 

-taking on a role in their play 

-acting out experiences with 

other people 

-Initiating activities 

Seeking challenge 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

-taking a risk , engaging in 

new experience, and 

learning from trial and error 

Active learning 

-maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

 

 Daily singing session 

 Weekly music lesson 

with a specialist 

music teacher 

 

-Bonfire Night 

 Follow instructions 

on how to make a 

firework picture 

using black paper, 

chalk and glitter. 

Painting 

Use lots of colours of paint 

to create a firework picture 

on big sheets of paper  

- What colours do we see 

in a bonfire scene? 

Practice painting a variety 

of different colours onto 

big sheets of paper, 

allowing freedom of big 

brush strokes and lots of 

 A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Exploring and Using 

Media and Materials: 

Creates sounds by 

banging, shaking, 

tapping… 

Enjoys joining in with 

dancing and ring games 

Sings a few familiar songs 

Taps out simple repeated 

rhythms. 

Explores colour and how 

colour can be changed  

 Understands that they 

can use lines to enclose a 

space, and then begin to 

use these shapes to 

represent objects 

  Explores what happens 

when they mix colours 

Constructs with a purpose 

in mind, using a variety of 

 

Skills: 

 -Using prior knowledge 

and making links 

-Social and interaction 

skills, including entering 

play and maintaining it 

-Active listening and 

following consecutive 

instructions 

-Using more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Understanding how and 

why questions 

-Applying vocabulary 

knowledge in context 

-Manipulating the mouse 

-Expressive movement 

skills 

 

 

Other skills: 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dancing, moving in time, 

music, fast, slow, rhythm, 

beat, singing, join in, 

actions,  

Colour names, change, 

mix, explore, capture, 

paint, paint brush, thin, 

thick, brush strokes, chalk, 

coloured pencils, wax 

crayons, pencils, lines, 

shapes, draw,  

 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-finding new ways to do 

things 

-making links and noticing 

patterns in their experiences 

different colours to be 

shown 

- Using the paintbrush to 

create backgrounds of big 

colours, but also practicing 

painting shapes E.G 

Triangles that become 

trees.  

- Using different materials 

to paint with E.G 

paintbrush, sponge, twig, 

leaves 

 - Developing how 

to capture a feeling 

in art, how do we 

capture the feeling 

of Bonfire Night 

 Follow instructions 

on how to make a 

junk material rocket 

 Use coloured pencils  

to draw Bonfire 

Night family 

celebrations 

(British Values) 

 

-Remembrance Day 

 Follow instructions 

on how to paint a 

poppy for a display  

 Use coloured pencils  

to draw poppies 

(British Values) 
 

-Anti-Bullying week activities 

Linked to specific planning 

resources. Manipulates 

materials to achieve a 

planned effect. 

Experiments to create 

different textures.  

Sing songs, make music 

and dance, experiment 

with ways of changing 

hem.      Being 

Imaginative: Shows 

confidence to use 

representation to 

communicate. 

Sings to self and makes up 

simple songs. 

Engages in imaginative 

role play based on first-

hand experiences. 

Builds stories around toys.  

Captures experiences and 

responses with a range of 

media, such as music, 

dance and paint, and 

other materials and 

words.   Creates simple 

representations of events, 

people and objects. Plays 

cooperatively as part of a 

group to develop and act 

out a narrative. 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘How do we celebrate?’ 
learning and child-initiated 

learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



for the week’s Anti-Bullying 

theme. 

 

-Weddings/ Christenings 

 Role play a pretend 

christening/ wedding 

(British Values) 

 

-Birthdays 

 Circle time 

Pass Listening Bear around 

the circle and talk about your 

favourite birthday (presents/ 

party/ cake) 

 Listening Bear’s 4th  

birthday party- make 

a card, sing happy 

birthday, help LB to 

blow 4 candles out, 

follow instructions 

on how to play party 

ring games (Hokey 

Cokey,  Farmer‘s in 

his den, Ring a ring o 

roses)  

(British Values) 
 

-Advent/ Christmas 

 Listen to ‘The 

Christmas Story’ 
from books and 

Smartboard video. 

Re-tell Nativity story 

using small world 

figures 

 Learn songs, dress 

up and perform our 

own Nativity 



 Visit Chatsworth 

Farmyard to 

experience the 

Nativity 

performance in the 

barn and follow 

instructions on how 

to make Christmas 

crafts. 

 Listen to Christmas 

themed stories/ 

learn Christmas 

songs and follow 

instructions on how 

to make a Christmas 

card/ calendar 

 Join in with 

Christmas party ring 

games 

(British Values) 

 Ongoing F1 and F2 

Helicopter Story acting out 

stage 

After children have told their 

story, they act out in 

masking taped stage area 

along with peers. Video and 

evaluate. 

 

 -F1 and F2 Joint 

Outdoor Role play 

area-Car 

Wash/Petrol Station-

using bikes and 

water 

/sponges/paintbrush

es, till/money and 

pump tube, dressing 



up. 

 

 F1 and F2 Joint 

Outdoor Role play 

area-Builders Yard 

              with tools, dressing 

up    tabbards, blocks and 

visuals, telephone and 

writing frames. 

 

-F1 and 2 Outdoor mats, 

ribbon sticks and wind 

chime-with percusion 

instruments to encourage 

dance/expressive 

movements. 

 

F1 and 2 Mud Kitchen and 

play house-addition of 

cauldron, wands, spooky 

spells. 

 

CULTURAL CAPITAL- 

Encourage child to 

experience all creative areas 

of the provision, with 

modelling and peer tutoring. 

Adult immersing 

themselves/modelling in role 

play context to draw child 

into pretending and role 

taking. 

1:1 support with colour 

exploration. 

 

CHALLENGE-Create a free 

choice painting, 

incorporating ideas, feelings 



and colour mixing 

investigative skills.  

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- 1:1 support 

to talk through creative 

activities and choices of 

colours and materials 

Music Interaction 

Intervention and 1:1 staff 

facilitating and modelling 

entry into role play and ways 

to maintain it. 

 

 

F2 
I CAN USE 

SIMPLE 

TOOLS AND 

TECHNIQUE

S 

COMPETEN

TLY AND 

APPROPRIA

TELY. 
  
Art 
 I CAN 

CONTINUE 

TO COLOUR 

MIX, 

DEVELOPIN

G MEMORY 

OF WHAT 

HAPPENS 

WHEN WE 

ADD WHITE 

OR BROWN 

TO A 

COLOUR  

 

 

-I can name the 

primary colours and 

some secondary 

colours. 

 

-I can explore colour 

mixing and name 

different colours. 

 

-I know what 

happens when I add 

white to a colour. 

 

-I know what 

happens when I add 

brown to a colour. 

 

-I can capture a 

feeling in my painting 

Playing and Exploring 

-Showing curiosity about 

objects , events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-engaging in open ended 

activity 

-Showing particular interests 

-Pretending objects are 

things from their experience 

-Representing their 

experiences in play 

-taking on a role in their play 

-acting out experiences with 

other people 

-Initiating activities 

Seeking challenge 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

-taking a risk , engaging in 

new experience, and 

learning from trial and error 

Active learning 

-maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

Painting 

-Whole body painting on 

large paper 

 Splatting using paint 

brushes 

 Body parts to print 

 Use of body parts to 

create movement 

and different 

directions 

Natural exploration of 

colours mixing and talking 

about observations before 

colour mixing skill activities. 

 

-Colour mixing 

 Primary and 

secondary colours 

discussion 

 Colour mix, 

developing memory 

of what happens 

when we add white 

or brown to a 

        AS ABOVE Skills: 

Painting 

Explore colour and how 

colours can be changed 

- Matching colours to 

themes and feelings 

- Colour mixing ability 

- Choosing different tools 

to paint with 

-Using prior knowledge 

and making links 

-Social and interaction 

skills, including entering 

play and maintaining it 

-Active listening and 

following consecutive 

instructions 

-Using more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Understanding how and 

why questions 

-Applying vocabulary 



 
 

 

 

 

 

by my choices and 

uses of paint colours. 

 

-I know that I can 

paint with other 

objects, apart from a 

paintbrush e.g 

fingers, sticks. 

 

-I can talk about the 

quality of a tool that I 

am using. 

 

-I know that different 

tools can be used for 

different purposes 

and to create 

different effects. 

 

-I know what a 

mehndi hand pattern 

and Rangoli patterns 

are. 

 

-I know how to talk 

in role with another 

child. 

 

-I know how to 

create a clay artefact 

-Pays attention to details 

-Enjoys meeting a challenge 

for own sake not just for 

external reward 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Finding new ways to do 

things 

-Making links and noticing 

patterns in their experiences 

-Test their ideas 

-Develops ideas of cause and 

effect 

-Planning and making 

decisions about how to 

approach a task, solve a 

problem and reach a goal 

-Check how well their 

activities are going 

-Change strategy as needed 

-Review how well the 

approach worked 

colour. 

 Create colour charts 

to remind self of 

colour mixing 

findings. 

 

- Capturing a feeling in art 

 Remembrance 

Sunday poppy field 

paintings, mixing 

own colours from 

ready mix paint and 

creating a red class 

handprint poppy. 

 

 Exploring objects 

and materials to use 

instead of a paint 

brush. Why might 

we use a sponge to 

create a wall instead 

of a twig? Beginning 

to identify the 

qualities of the tool; 

spikey, makes lines, 

soft etc. 

 

  Paint pictures based 

on own interests and 

ideas; making colour 

choices and mixing 

colours to convey 

feelings and explain 

this. Considering: 

 

- Matching the colour of 

something we have seen to 

the colour of paint. 

knowledge in context 

-Manipulating the mouse 

and controlling marks on 

smart board 

-Expressive movement 

skills 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Fine motor control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘How do others 

celebrate?’ adult focus 

learning and child-initiated 

learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



and decorate it. 

 

-I know several songs 

and can sing them. 

 

I know that I can 

express myself 

through drawings, 

paintings, models, 

music, role play and   

expressive 

movement. 

 

-I can clap different 

rhythms. 

 

-I know that I can 

join materials 

together using string, 

glue or tape. 

 

-I know that I can tell 

and act out stories. 

 

-I know how to dance 

a few Indian dancing 

moves. 

 

Primary colours, 

names of colours, 

- Matching a feeling or 

something from the 

imagination to a colour of 

paint. E.g  Christmas scene 

and partly painted Christmas 

card. 

(Exploration and expressions 

of colour with correlation to 

themes and concepts) 

 

-Painting smaller details 

using variety of found and 

human made brushes and 

utensils to create dots, lines, 

simple shapes.  

 

 Using black pen and 

small paintbrushes 

to create mehndi 

hand patterns on 

hand cut out shapes. 

 Colouring in Rangoli 

patterns. 

 

 

-Indoor Role play area 

 Diwali kitchen -using 

Indian sari’s and 

tunics to dress up, 

take on roles and 

prepare special 

foods for Diwali 

celebrations. 

 Santas Grotto-boxes 

and wrapping paper, 

Santa and Elves 

costumes to prepare 

for Christmas Day.  



Secondary colours, 

other colour names,  

Splat, effect, 

direction, 

Explore, colour 

mixing, 

Capture, feeling, 

tool/s, material/s, 

spikey, lines, soft, 

Match/ing, scene, 

details, fine, dots, 

paint/ing, shapes, 

dressing up, role, 

rehearsal, 

performance, 

create, model, 

imagination,  

 

 

 

Role-play, role, 

pretend, imagine, 

Shop, shoes, money, 

ballet shoes, flippers. 

slippers, flip flops… 

 

Car wash, clean, 

bubbles, petrol, 

diesel, pump, money, 

cost, 

 

-Malleable materials-

including play dough and 

clay-to create a clay Diva 

lamp and decorate it. 

 

-Develop a range of class 

songs to sing 

When Goldilocks went to the 

House, Frog Song and a 

range of Nativity songs and 

carols. 

 

-F1 and 2 Easels both in and 

outside-Paints or dry mark 

making tools-chalks, crayons, 

pastels, charcoal. 

 

-Weekly music session with 

specialist music teacher (also 

including the below) 

 Practise Nativity 

action songs and 

performance. 

 Use song and rhyme 

booklet to 

accompany with 

percussion 

instruments. 

 

Studio Space Exploration 

In provision, creating led by 

child interest, using range of 

box modelling materials 

including cardboard boxes, 

rolls, tissue paper, string, 

tape, glue…, with tools-



Builders, tools, 

tabard, fix, mend.  

 

Indian, dancing, twirl, 

flick, move, dance, 

express  

 

 Mud, pie, mix, bake, 

pour, taste. 

Cauldron, wand, 

spooky, spells. 

 

Play dough, clay, 

smooth, slimey, 

mould, shape, 

create, make 

 

Sing, songs, high 

pitch, low pitch, 

tempo 

 

Glue, tape, 

cardboard, tissue 

paper, scissors, 

string, glue. Scissors, 

pencil. 

 

Story, stage, act out, 

audience, beginning, 

middle, end. 

scissors, pencils…  
 

-F 1 and 2 Construction kits 

and blocks in and outdoors 

Child initiated use of 

construction kits to create 

models.  

 

-Ongoing F1 and F2 

Helicopter Story acting out 

stage 

After children have told their 

story, they act out in 

masking taped stage area 

along with peers. Video and 

evaluate. 

 

 -F1 and F2 Joint 

Outdoor Role play 

area-Car 

Wash/Petrol Station-

using bikes and 

water 

/sponges/paintbrush

es, till/money and 

pump tube, dressing 

up. 

 

 F1 and F2 Joint 

Outdoor Role play 

area-Builders Yard 

              with tools, dressing 

up    tabards, blocks and 

visuals, telephone and 

writing frames. 

 

-F1 and 2 Outdoor mats, 

ribbon sticks and wind 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

chime-with percussion 

instruments to encourage 

dance/expressive 

movements. 

 

-Diwali Indian Dancing 

Learn set dance to perform 

to parents at the Diwali 

Community workshop. 

 

-F1 and 2 Mud Kitchen and 

play house-addition of 

cauldron, wands, spooky 

spells. 

 

Practise and Presentation of 

Reception Nativity 

to school and parents/carers. 

 

Christmas Carole singing 

At Church service. 

 

CC- Encourage child to 

experience all creative areas 

of the provision, with 

modelling and peer tutoring. 

Adult immersing 

themselves/modelling in role 

play context to draw child 

into pretending and role 

taking. 

1:1 support with colour 

mixing. 

 

CHALLENGE-Create a Diwali 

painting, incorporating ideas, 

feelings and colour mixing 

skills.  



 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- 1:1 

modelling of colour mixing 

and talking about choice of 

colours as well as matching 

to what you can see. 

Music Interaction 

Intervention and 1:1 staff 

facilitating and modelling 

entry into role play and ways 

to maintain it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge Observation  Expressive Arts and Design activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and 

application. 

F1- Challenge children to draw a family celebration picture in order to assess their ability to FREELY EXPLORE AND ENGAGE IN A RANGE OF CREATIVE ACTIVITIES AND MEDIA.  

CC-assess the above to see any gaps and teach in small group to address any gaps with support and modelling  

 

F2-Paint a picture of choice and adults assess the tools and techniques used along with the child’s ability to evoke a feeling through colour choice/mixing. 

CC- assess the above to see any gaps and teach in small group to address any gaps with support and modelling 

 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

Parent drop in sessions                      -Christmas party/ visit from Santa 

-Wow moments       -Autumn 1B F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 

-Community Diwali workshop 

-Visit to Chatsworth Farmyard           -Nativity performances 
 



 

 


