
 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION:  F1-WHO AM I?    F2-WHY IS IT GOOD TO BE ME? 

                       TERM: AUT 1A                             AREA OF LEARNING:  COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE                
 

 

EYFS CLASS/ 

END POINT 

KNOWLEDGE 

 (What do you want 

children to know and 

understand?) 

VOCABULARY 

 

 

 CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING 

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F1 
F1-I CAN 

ACTIVELY LISTEN 

WITH 

INCREASING 

ATTENTION IN A 

RANGE OF 

CONTEXTS.  

 
 

 

 

 

-I know that I am a 

unique person. 

-I know what I like 

and do not like. 

-I know what I look 

like. 

-I know about my 

senses. 

 

I, like, name, senses 

(e.g. seeing, 

hearing, tasting, 

touching, smelling), 

body parts, interest, 

hair colour names, 

tall, short. 

Playing and Exploring 

-Using senses to 

explore the world 

around them 

-Showing particular 

interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a can do 

attitude 

Active Learning 

-Pays attention to 

details 

Creating and critical 

thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Class brainstorm of prior 

knowledge 

Children answer the enquiry 

question: How do we celebrate? 

Teacher scribe ideas and display on 

working wall. 

 

-Circle time-pass listening bear and 

finish the sentence starter “My 

name is…” 

-Being special-Tape our voices-

saying what I like. 

-I-pad photo selfies-then enjoy 

observing own features and 

describe them. 

-Sensory experiences-using  

sight, smell, vision, hearing and 

taste through a range of activities.  

CULTURAL CAPITAL-1:1/ small 

group sharing of ‘Senses’ non-

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Listening and Attention 

Listens with interest to the 

noises adults make reading 

stories 

Listens to others, one-to-one 

and in small groups, when 

the conversation interests 

them.  

Listen to stories with 

increasing attention and 

recall 

Joins in with repeated 

refrains and anticipates key 

events and phrases in 

rhymes and stories 

Focuses attentions – still 

listen and do, but can shift 

attention 

To follow directions if not 

Skills: 

Active listening  

-Use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Begin to understand how 

and why questions 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘Who am I?’ learning and 

child initiated learning 

 

 



 

 

  

fiction book and curiosity items to 

describe. 

 

CHALLENGE-Encouraging 

explanations and how/why 

questions. 

SEN/LAP/DISAD-Use of sensory 

trolley to explore range of items 

using senses. 

-Peer buddy to support with 

vocabulary and engagement. -

Taking I pad photos and videos of 

each other exploring using senses. 

 

intently focused on own 

choice of activity 

Maintains attention, 

concentrates and sits quietly 

during appropriate activity 

Children can listen 

attentively in a range of 

situations.  

Understanding Understands 

more complex sentences 

e.g. put your toys away and 

then we’ll read a book 

Responds to simple 

instructions e.g. to get out or 

put away an object 

Begin to understand how 

and why questions. 

Respond to instructions 

involving a two-part 

sequence.  

Listens and responds to 

ideas expressed by others in 

conversation or discussion.   

Children can follow 

instructions involving several 

ideas or actions.  

They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions about their 

experiences and in response 

to stories or events. 

Speaking Uses language as a 

powerful means of widening 

contacts, sharing feelings, 

experiences and thoughts. 

Can retell a simple past 

event in the correct order 

Uses talk to connect ideas, 

explain what is happening 

 

 

 

 



and anticipate what might 

happen next, recall and 

relive past experiences.  

Uses intonation, rhythm and 

phrasing to make the 

meaning clear to others. 

Builds up vocabulary that 

reflects the breadth of their 

experience. 

Uses talk in pretending 

objects stand for something 

else in play eg. This box is my 

castle 

Extends vocabulary by 

grouping and naming. 

Uses language to imagine 

and recreate roles and 

experiences in play 

situations. 

Introduces a storyline or 

narrative into their play 

Children express themselves 

effectively, showing 

awareness of listeners’ 
needs. They use past, 

present and future forms 

accurately when talking 

about events that have 

happened or  been 

experienced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F2 
F2-I CAN LISTEN 

-I can give 2 reasons 

why it is good to be 

me. 

-I can name and 

describe a range of 

feelings. 

Playing and Exploring 

--Showing particular 

interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a can do 

attitude 

 

Active Learning 

-Class brainstorm of prior 

knowledge 

Children answer the enquiry 

question: How do we celebrate? 

Teacher scribe ideas and display on 

working wall. 

-Show and Tell-I can tell my news 

or talk about an item from home 

 

          SEE ABOVE  

Skills: 

- Active listening and 

responding to what he/she 

hears with relevant 

comments and questions or 

actions 

-To use and understand a 

range of questions 



AND RESPOND 

TO IDEAS ABOUT 

MY LEARNING,  

STORIES AND IN 

CONVERSATIONS. 

 

 

 

 

 

-I can talk about 

how I am the same 

and different to 

another person. 

-I know that there 

are different types 

of families. 

 

Because, how, why, 

where, what, who, 

self-portrait, same, 

similar, different, 

favourite, family, 

interests, feelings 

names, first, next, 

after, finally 

-Pays attention to 

details 

-Showing a belief that 

more effort or a 

different approach will 

pay off. 

Creating and critical 

thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Finding new ways to 

do things 

-Making links 

and explain. 

-I can ask and answer a range of 

questions to find out more 

information. 

-Circle time-name and describe my 

favourite activity at school and give 

reasons. 

-Self-portrait- I can link my ideas 

using ‘and’ or ‘because’ whilst 

talking about what I am good at 

and why.  

-I can explain why it is good to be 

me and how I am the same / 

different to others. 

-Author focus-I can identify, talk 

about and explain my favourite 

part of an Oliver Jeffers’ story 

book. 

CC: 1:1 Story sharing of Oliver 

Jeffers books pre and post   

-Compare 2 books by Oliver 

Jeffers-comparing and justifying 

favourite book 

CHALLENGE- Interview peers about 

their favourite Oliver Jeffers’ book 

and use button recorders. 

SEN/LAP/DISAD 

-Photos from home to base self- 

portraits on and encourage 

conversations /similarities and 

differences. 

 

-To use sequencing language 

in a range of contexts 

-Make links between my 

prior and present knowledge 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Finer detailed observational 

skills 

-Colour mixing 

-Understand and apply the 

concept of similarities and 

differences 

  

Application: In context of 

‘Why is it good to be me?’ 
learning and child initiated 

learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge Observation Communication and language activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and 

application. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

-Proud Clouds          -Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       -Autumn 1A F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 

F1-Provocation:Unknown fruits to taste and experience 

CC post teach non-fiction book on fruits especially less common ones (recorded on Concept/vocabulary charts in book area) 

 

F2- P4C discussion based upon feely bag objects representing interests e.g. football, ballet shoe/book about hobbies for everyone 

 CC Post teach to explore different hobbies based on child’s interests and motivations (smart board and non-fiction books)  

 



    ENQUIRY QUESTION:   F1-WHO AM I?    F2-WHY IS IT GOOD TO BE ME? 

       TERM:   AUT 1A                           AREA OF LEARNING:   PERSONAL, SOCIAL and EMOTIONAL DEV               
                                                      (Also please see 1 Decision long term overview and planning-specific 1 Decision teaching and learning themes and lessons)   

 

EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END POINT  

 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want children 

to know and understand?) 

  CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING        

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

 LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F1 
I AM 

CONFIDENT 

TO TALK 

ABOUT 

MYSELF, MY 

FAMILY AND 

MY  

COMMUNITY. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

-I know that I am a 

unique person. 

-I know what I like and 

do not like. 

-I know what I look 

like. 

-I know about my 

senses. 

- I know information  

about my family and 

where I live 

 

 

 

 I, like, name, 

family, mum, dad, 

brother, sister, live, 

house, favourite, toy, 

pet,  senses (e.g. 

Playing and Exploring 

-Using senses to explore 

the world around them 

-Showing particular 

interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a ‘can do’ 
attitude 

Active Learning 

-Pays attention to 

details 

Creating and critical 

thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Circle time-pass listening bear, 

talk about ourselves and finish 

the sentence starter “My name 

is… ” 

Role play- build up role play 

activity with other children in our 

‘hairdressers’ role play area 

-Being special-Tape our voices-

saying what I like and what makes 

me special. 

Read a range of  books 

celebrating being special e.g. 

Mister Seahorse by Eric Carle, The 

‘Different Dragon’ by Jennifer 

Bryan, ‘Be Who you Are’ by 

Jennifer Carr, ‘Free to be … You 
and Me’ by Marlo Thomas  & 

‘Together’ by Jane Simmons 

-I-pad photo selfies-then enjoy 

observing own features and 

describe them. 

-Sensory experiences-using sight, 

smell, vision, hearing and taste 

through a range of activities. 

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Making relationships 

Seeks out others to share 

experiences 

To play in a group, extending 

and elaborating play ideas  

Demonstrates friendly 

behaviour, initiating 

conversations and forming 

good relationships with 

peers and familiar adults 

Initiates conversations, 

attends to and takes account 

of what others say Children 

play co-operatively, taking 

turns with others 

Self-Confidence and Self-

Awareness 

Expresses own preferences 

and interests 

To select and use resources 

with help 

To be more outgoing 

towards unfamiliar people 

 

Skills: 

Social interaction skills 

Speaking skills 

-Use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Begin to understand how 

and why questions 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘Who am I?’ learning and 

child initiated learning 

 

 

 



seeing, hearing, 

tasting, touching, 

smelling) , body parts, 

interest, hair colour 

names, tall, short 

 

 

 
 

 

 CC-1:1/ small group sharing of 

‘Senses’ non-fiction book and 

curiosity items to describe. 

 

CHALLENGE- Encouraging 

explanations and how/why 

questions. 

SEN/LAP/DISAD--Use of sensory 

trolley  

-Peer buddy to support with 

vocabulary and engagement. -

Taking I pad photos and videos of 

each other exploring using 

senses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and more confident in new 

social situations 

To be confident to talk to 

other children when playing 

and will communicate freely 

about own home and 

community                                     

To be confident to speak to 

others about own needs, 

wants, interests and 

opinions. Children are 

confident to try new 

activities and can talk about 

why they like some activities 

more than others.     

Managing Feelings and 

Behaviour 

To show understanding and 

co-operate with some 

boundaries and routines. To 

be aware of own feelings 

and know actions and words 

can hurt others To begin to 

become aware of the 

boundaries set and of the 

behavioural expectations of 

the setting. 

They talk about their own 

and other’s behaviour, and 

its’ consequences, and know 

that some behaviour is 

unacceptable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F2 

-I know that I have a 

range of interests and 

abilities. 

 

-I know that some 

Playing and Exploring 

-Showing particular 

interests 

-Representing their 

experiences in their play 

-Seeking challenge 

-Circle time-experiences and 

interests during summer holidays 

Introduce self in Brown Bear 

name song. 

-Pass the bear and tell class : 

‘I enjoyed…’ link with 

             

            SEE ABOVE 

Skills: 

-Developing confidence and 

interpersonal skills  

-Making links between my 

prior and present knowledge 

-Explaining ideas using ‘and’ 



- I AM ABLE 

TO TALK 

ABOUT MY 

 OWN 

INTERESTS 

AND 

ABILITIES. 

 I CAN 

COMMENT 

UPON AND  

ASK 

QUESTIONS 

ABOUT 

OTHER 

PEOPLE’S 

INTERESTS 

AND 

ABILITIES. 

 

 

 

 

 

hobbies and interests 

have special clothes 

and equipment. 
 

-I know that I can get 

better at an activity by 

practising. 

 

-I know what I am 

particularly good at 

doing and can tell 

others. 
 

-I know that my 

interests and abilities 

may differ to someone 

elses. 
 

-I know how to ask a 

range of questions to 

find out more 

information about 

someone’s interests 

and abilities. 
 

 

I like, because,  

rights, 

responsibilities, 

charter, rules, fair, 

Active Learning 

-Shows high levels of 

fascination 

-Persists with activity 

when challenges occur 

Creating and critical 

thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-Making links 

-Planning and making 

decisions on how to 

approach a task or 

reach a goal 

and/because.   

-Rights and Responsibilities 

P4C actions introduced for 

offering ideas, building upon an 

idea and I agree. 

-Read ‘Born Free’ then 

discuss class rules, behavioural 

expectations, timetables and 

create class charter to sign.  

(British Values) 

-Talk about favourite activity at 

school and draw/write about it 

on Proforma sheet-1 to share at 

home and 1 for journal. 

-Talk about ‘Why it is good to be 

me.’ During and after 

self-portrait painting-interests 

and hobbies? Talking partners? 

-‘Its Okay to be Different’ by Todd 

Parr-look at smart board story 

and use P4C discussions and 

talking partners to discuss 

differences between themselves 

in terms of appearance, interests, 

families and friends-refer to 

different families display near 

library.  Read a range of gender 

identity books e.g King and 

King/Mommy, Mama and Me. 

-Show and Tell sessions-children 

explaining interests followed by 

asking /answering questions. Talk 

about practising and never giving 

up. 

-Musical Partner game 

Wen the music stops find a 

partner and ask each other about 

their interests and abilities. 

‘because.’ 
Other skills: 

-Colour mixing 

-Understanding and applying 

the concept of similarities 

and differences 

  

Application: In context of 

‘Why is it good to be me?’ 
adult focus and child 

initiated learning within the 

continuous and enhanced 

provision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



everybody, 

interest/s, good, 

hobby/hobbies, 

ability/abilities. 

practise/practising, 

how, why, what, 

when, who 

question starters. 

CC: Small group discussion about 

Hobbies/books and 

encouragement to talk about the 

different shoes in the role play 

shoe shop e.g football, ballet, 

flippers. 

 

CHALLENGE- Explain to class 

how he/she has similar interests 

and abilities to…but how these 
are different to…… 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD 

-Pictures and objects relating to 

hobbies and interests with Victor 

Vocabulary word bank created.  

 

 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge Observation  P.S.E.D. activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and application. 

F1-Provocation: introduce new resources/ curiosity items into the ‘home corner’ and ‘hairdressers’ role play area. Observe how children select/use 

resources and play with their peers. 

CC post teach non-fiction book on myself/families (recorded on Concept/vocabulary charts in book area) 

 

F2- Provocation: Place hobby/interest linked items in and around the shoe shop-including ballet shoes, tap and football boots etc and other dance/sport 

clothing and medals/trophies. Observe and record children’s talk and interactions. 

CC post teach non-fiction book on hobbies/interests (recorded on Concept/vocabulary charts in book area) 

 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

-Proud Clouds          -Parent drop in sessions                   -Request for hobby and interest artefacts and photographs 



-Wow moments       - Autumn 1A F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION:   F1-WHO AM I?    F2-WHY IS IT GOOD TO BE ME?  



       TERM: AUT 1A                           AREA OF LEARNING: PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT                              
 

 

 

EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END 

POINT  

 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want children 

to know and understand?) 

CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING 

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F1 I AM 

DEVELOPING   

MY FINE 

AND GROSS 

MOTOR 

CONTROL IN 

MY 

LEARNING.             

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

-I know that I am a 

unique person. 

-I know what I like and 

do not like. 
 

-I know how to use 

one handed tools and 

equipment e.g. make 

snips in paper with 

child scissors 

-I know how to hold a 

pencil between thumb 

and 2 fingers, no 

longer using whole-

hand grasp 

-I know how to copy 

some letters from my 

name 

 

-I know how to move 

freely and confidently 

Playing and Exploring 

-Using senses to explore 

the world around them 

-seeking challenge 

-showing a ‘can do ‘ 
attitude 

Active Learning 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical 

thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-finding new ways of 

doing things 

Funky Fingers activities 

E.g. Using tweezers, pegs and 

tongs to pick up small objects 

Baking activities/ playing 

instruments/painting 

 

Use child scissors to snip wool 

and paper to enhance a self-

portrait / 

seasonal collage 

 

Practice holding a pencil 

between thumb and 2 fingers 

using a plastic pencil grip 

Use name card to copy letters 

from name onto pictures 

 

Use  paint brush/ water and 

chalk to make mark using gross-

motor movements outdoors 

Follow the Leader (moving 

confidently in different ways, 

such as running, jumping, 

crawling and hopping etc.) 

 

Create an obstacle course 

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Moving and Handling 

 Shows control in holding 

and using jugs to pour , 

hammer, books and mark 

making tools     Moves freely 

and confidently in different 

ways – running, jumping, 

crawling, hopping… 

Draws lines and circles using 

gross-motor movements 

Uses one-handed tools and 

equipment, e.g. makes snips 

in paper with scissors 

Holds pencil between thumb 

and two fingers (no longer 

whole-hand grip) 

Can copy some letters e.g. 

from their name 

Experiments with different 

ways of moving 

Jumps off an object and 

lands appropriately   Show 

increasing control over an 

object pushing, patting, 

throwing, catching, kicking 

Skills: 

-fine motor skills 

-gross motor skills 

-Active listening to follow 

instructions 

-Using my prior knowledge 

and making links 

 

 

Other skills: 

-co-ordination skills 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘Who am I?’ learning and 

child initiated learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



in different ways, such 

as running, jumping, 

crawling and hopping 

etc. 

 

 

Strong, firm, gentle, 

heavy, stretch, reach, 

tense, floppy 

 

run, gallop, slither, 

shuffle, slide, roll, hop, 

jump, skip, crawl,  
 

outdoors and motivate children 

to experiment with different 

ways of moving around the 

course- running, crawling, sliding 

and hopping 

 

 

CC- Opportunity for using one 

handed equipment/ utensils in 

regular baking sessions 

 

CHALLENGE- use child scissors to 

practice cutting skills along 

straight lines, wavy lines, zigzags 

and around shapes 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- Opportunity to 

use different one handed tools 

-Use child scissors to practice 

snipping and simple cutting skills 

-Use  a paintbrush freely 

 

Shows a preference for a 

dominant hand 

Begin to use anti-clockwise 

movement and retrace 

vertical lines 

Begin to form recognisable 

letters 

 

Health and Self-care 

Feeds self competently with 

spoon        Observes the 

effect of activity on their 

bodies 

Understands that equipment 

and tools have to be used 

safely 

To attend to toileting needs 

most of the time themselves 

To wash and dry hands           

Dresses with help  

Usually dry and clean during 

the day 

Shows understanding of how 

to transport and store 

equipment safely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F2-I CAN 

SHOW 

INCREASING 

GROSS AND 

FINE MOTOR 

CONTROL IN 

-I know that with 

concentration I can 

use my hand eye co-

ordination to pick up, 

turn and manipulate 

objects. 
 

-I know how to do a 

Playing and Exploring 

-seeking challenge 

-showing a ‘can do 

‘attitude 

-Taking a risk and 

learning by trial and 

error 

Active Learning 

-Pays attention to details 

-Persisting with activity 

-Funky Fingers activities 

E.g. Screwing nuts and bolts,  

running stitch on sewing cards, 

using tweezers to transport 

small beads, playdough. 

-Cutting along lines using child 

scissors and in child initiated use 

of the Studio Space in provision. 

-Painting self and portraits 

using smaller paintbrushes. 

          

             SEE ABOVE 

Skills: 

-further developed fine 

motor skills 

-further developed gross 

motor skills 

-Active listening and 

understanding to follow 2 

and more consecutive 

instructions 

-Using my prior knowledge 



MY 

LEARNING. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

simple running stitch. 
 

-I know how to hold a 

pair of scissors. 

 

-I know how to use 

scissors to cut a few 

times.  

 

-I know how to use a 

paintbrush to create a 

self portrait. 

 

-I know how to 

correctly grip my 

pencil and sit in the 

‘perfect handwriting 

position.’ 
 

 

 -I know how to 

control my pencil to 

follow different lines. 

 

-I know how to copy 

some letters from my 

name 

 

-I know which way to 

go to form a and d. 

when challenges occur 

Creating and critical 

thinking 

-Being proud how they 

accomplished something 

not just the end result 

-Pencil control sheets following 

different shaped lines. 

-Practise perfect handwriting 

position (RWInc) including pencil 

grip, angle of paper, plus other 

hand to steady paper. 

 

-Practise letter formation in their 

groups (RWInc) 

E.g all anti clockwise letter-a,d.  

  

-Name practise  

To copy name from card. 

 

-Create a paper plane (The Great 

Paper Caper Story) 

 

-Outdoor obstacle course  

Children create it to experiment 

with different ways of moving 

around the course- running, 

crawling, sliding and hopping. 

 

-Weekly P.E sessions- 

Getting undressed and dressed 

before P.E session. 

Small and large apparatus to 

explore body actions and 

different ways of travelling. 

Opportunity to transport gym 

mats safely. 

 

CC- Play dough disco in class, 

with adult extra encouragement 

to follow the moves. 

 

CHALLENGE- Cut different pieces 

of card whilst creating on the 

and making links 

 

 

Other skills: 

-further developed co-

ordination skills 

-further developed pencil 

control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘Why is it good to be me?’ 
learning and child initiated 

learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

-I know that I need to 

develop independence 

in dressing and 

undressing by 

practising. 

 

-I know that I can 

control my body by  

using my fine and 

gross motor skills,  

co-ordination, balance 

and different 

movements. 

 

 

-I understand that 

equipment and tools 

have to be transported 

and used safely. 

 

Muscles, carefully, 

grip, ‘perfect 

handwriting position,’ 
stitch, tweezers, 

dressed, undresses. 

 

run, gallop, slither, 

shuffle, slide, roll, hop, 

jump, skip, crawl,  

Studio Space. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD-  

Extra 1:1 scissor handling 

support and small group letter 

formation intervention.  

Extra support dressing and 

undressing. 

CIP visual timetable for toilet 

use. 



 

 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge Observation Physical Development activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and 

application. 

F1- Fine motor challenge - Cut paper with child scissors 

       Gross motor challenge- Play ‘Follow the Leader’ and assess ability to move with confidence in a range of ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, 

jumping, skipping, hopping etc.                             

CC: Extra intervention based upon needs that come from the above. 

 

F2- Fine motor challenge – Writing own name with or without name card. Assess letter formation-anti-clockwise and vertical lines 

       Gross motor challenge- On Apparatus-Can you travel in 2/3 different ways on the small and large apparatus?  

CC: Extra intervention based upon needs that come from the above. 
 

 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

Proud Clouds          -Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       - Autumn 1A F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 
 

 

 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION:   F1-WHO AM I?    F2-WHY IS IT GOOD TO BE ME? 

       TERM: AUT 1A                                          AREA OF LEARNING:  LITERACY 
                                                                                    (Running alongside a daily phonics programme, RWInc. (FS2) and Helicopter stories/Poetry Basket Learning)        

 



 

 

 

EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END 

POINT  

 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want children 

to know and understand?) 

CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING 

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRITING 

 

F1  
I CAN GIVE 

MEANINGS 

TO MARKS. 

 

 
READING 

 

F1  
I CAN JOIN 

IN WITH 

REPEATED 

REFRAINS 

AND 

ANTICIPATE 

KEY EVENTS 

AND 

PHRASES IN 

STORIES 

AND 

RHYMES. 

  

 

I know that I am a 

unique person. 

-I know what I like and 

do not like. 

-I know what I look 

like. 

-I know about my 

senses. 

-I know about the 

front cover of a book. 

 

-I know that the 

person who has 

written the book has 

their name on the 

front cover of the 

book. 

 

-I know that some 

books and poems have 

repeated phrases. 

 

Playing and Exploring 

-Using senses to explore 

the world around them 

-engaging in open-

ended activity 

-Showing particular 

interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a ‘can do’ 
attitude 

Active learning 

-Pays attention to 

details 

Creating and critical 

thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

Texts:  

‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar.’     
‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do 

I see?’ 
‘Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What do I 

hear?’ 
‘ The Tiny Seed’  
’10 Little Rubber Ducks’ 
‘The Mixed Up Chameleon’  
‘Rosie’s Walk’ 
‘Peace at Last’ with a weekly  

‘BOOK OF THE WEEK’ DISPLAY   

linked to focus author: Eric Carle. 

 

 

-Talk about the title page -picture-

predict what this book could be 

about. How do you know? Point to 

author/name and the job they do. 

-Anticipate and join in with 

repeated refrains and predict at 

certain points in the above texts: 

”What might come next?”. 

-Retell above texts with story 

props/small world toys/puppets -

what happens next? 

-Contribute to big class information 

book about senses 

-Make books (child interest led) 

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Reading Has some 

favourite stories, rhymes 

and jingles  

To show awareness of 

rhyme and alliteration 

Listen and join in with 

stories and poems in small 

groups 

Listen to stories with 

increasing attention and 

recall 

Describe story setting, 

events and characters 

Show interest in 

illustrations and print in 

books and the environment 

Recognises familiar words 

and signs such as own 

name and advertising logos  

Look at books 

independently 

Handle books carefully 

Hold books the correct way 

and turn pages 

Know that print carries 

meaning and in English is 

read top to bottom, left to 

right 

 

Skills: 

Active listening  

-Use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

 

 

Other skills: 

 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘Who am I?’ learning and 

child initiated learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



-I know that some 

stories and poems 

contain different 

words that sound the 

same (rhyme). 

 

-I know that my 

drawings, paintings 

and other mark 

making convey 

meaning. 
 

-I know that my 

helicopter story will be 

acted out. 
 

-I know at least 1 

‘Poetry Basket’ action 

poem off by heart.  

 

Book, title, author, 

illustrator,   

character, plot, 

storyline, 

beginning, middle, 

end, favourite, 

story, information, 

word, page 

predict, re-tell, 

-Contribute to class game – Knock, 

knock, who’s there, someone 

beginning with? Focus on names 

Form letters in name correctly 

using pens, paints and sand  

 

 

 

Helicopter Stories- 

Children’s stories scribed and acted 

out with class on the day created, 

contributing to child’s Helicopter 

Story book along with any other 

child initiated linked writing.  

Non-fiction books 

Linked to ‘Who am I?’ , plus topics 

shown interest in by children. 

 

Poetry Texts- 

‘My Village: Rhymes from 

Around the World’ by Danielle 

Wright 

-with linked role-play and 

drawing/writing responses. 

 

Poetry Basket- 

‘The Poetry Basket’ laminated Class 

book 

-Children joining in with seasonal 

collection of rhyming action poems 

along with peers and staff, to 

develop a bank off learnt/off by 

heart poems to recite and present. 

 

 

 CC  

 1:1/ small group sharing of 

story sacks and non-fiction 

Hear and say the initial 

sound in words 

Enjoys an increasing range 

of books. 

To begin to link sounds to 

letters 

To use phonic knowledge 

to read some simple words.     

Writing 

Distinguishes between the 

different marks they make 

Sometimes gives meanings 

to marks as they draw and 

paint 

Ascribe meanings to marks 

they see in different places 

To give meanings to marks 

they make as they draw, 

write and paint 

Hear and say the initial 

sound in words 

To write their name and 

other things, such as labels 

Use phonic knowledge to 

write words in ways that 

match their spoken sounds. 

 

 



feeling/s, 

forest, mystery, 

compare, act out, 

drama, speech 

bubble, poetry, 

rhyme, far, 

furthest, sound, 

letter, talking 

partners  
 

books/curiosity items to 

describe, which are linked 

to aspects in the above 

fiction that the child is less 

familiar with. 

 Concept/vocabulary grids 

1:1 with adult in reading 

arch (logged on chart) 

 

CHALLENGE- Add more detail into 

pictures and drawings, using 

knowledge of books shared to 

create story ideas. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- Peer buddy to 

support with vocabulary and 

engagement plus visual prompts 

and encouragement to use 

puppets to act out parts of stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F2 
WRITING 

 
I CAN GIVE 

-I know that my class 

identity is inspired by 

one of Oliver Jeffers’ 
books. 

 

-I know what the title 

and blurb are and 

Playing and Exploring 

-Acting out experiences 

with other people  

-Seeking challenge 

-Taking a risk and 

engaging in new 

experiences 

Active learning 

-Maintains focus on 

-Daily RWInc group sessions 

with RWInc leaders-speed sounds, 

word time and handwriting 

sessions. 

 

Texts:      

Termly Author Focus books by 

Oliver Jeffers: 

How to Catch a Star, The Great 

 

         SEE ABOVE 

Skills: 

Active listening and 

understanding 

-Further extend conversation 

and discussion skills 

-Use prior knowledge and 

make links 

Hear and say initial letter 

sounds 



MEANINGS 

TO MARKS  

AS I DRAW, 

PAINT AND 

WRITE FOR 

A RANGE 

OF 

PURPOSES, 

RECORDING 

THE INITIAL 

LETTER 

SOUNDS I 

HEAR . 

 

 

READING 
I CAN HEAR 

AND SAYS 

INITIAL 

SOUNDS IN 

WORDS 

AND START 

TO LINK 

SOUNDS TO 

SOME 

LETTERS. 

(RWInc 

linked)  

 

where to locate them 

on a book. 

 

-I know what job an 

author/ess and 

illustrator does. 

 

-I know the titles of at 

least 3 Oliver Jeffers’ 
books. 

 

-I know the meaning 

of the vocabulary: 

‘setting,’ ‘characters’ 
and ‘storyline’ in the 

context of at least 2  of 

Oliver Jeffers’ story 

books. 
 

-I know how to talk 

about my favourite 

part of a story and say 

why I like it. 

 

-I know my favourite 

Oliver Jeffers’ story 

out of a choice of 2. 

 

 

-I know the simple 

activity for a period of 

time 

-Pays attention to 

details 

Creating and critical 

thinking 

-Making links in their 

experiences 

-Making predictions 

-Check how well their 

activities are going 

Paper Caper, Lost and Found. 

           

‘BOOKS OF THE WEEK’ DISPLAY  

linked to focus author: Oliver 

Jeffers. 

 

-‘Starting School’ fiction and non-

fiction books, focusing on how it 

relates to own experiences, 

hearing initial letter sounds.  

 

-Book Talk 

Reading the title, author/ess’ name 

and illustrator’s name. listen to the 

blurb for all books read. When 

discussing the books, referring to 

Victor Vocabulary, Rex Retriever, 

Igg Inference to aid reading 

skills/comprehension. 

 

-‘How to Catch a Star’  
 Reading aloud the story, 

highlighting initial letters 

e.g star.  

 Circle time-choosing 

favourite part and giving 

reasons around circle. 

 Drawing and writing about 

favourite part, hearing, 

saying and writing initial 

letters of words. 

 

 

 

-‘The Great Paper Caper ’  
 Read, predict events and 

talk about setting, 

characters and storyline. 

-Link some phonemes to 

graphemes 

-Start to verbally blend and 

spell cvc words  

-Start to record all dominant 

letters heard in words 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Pencil control. Grip and 

letter formation 

-PSED and empathy for 

character’s feelings 

 

Application: In context of 

‘Why is it good to be me?’ 
learning and child initiated 

learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



process of paper 

making. 

 

-I know 1 

environmental effect 

of cutting down trees. 

 

-I know that words 

have an initial sound.  

 

-I know that a letter 

symbol represents a 

sound. 

 

-I know that my 

helicopter story will be 

acted out. 

 

-I know at least 2 

‘Poetry Basket’ action 

poems off by heart.  

 

Title, author/ess, 

illustrator, blurb, 

setting, character, 

plot, storyline, 

beginning, middle, 

end, favourite, 

fiction, non-fiction, 

 Retell story around the 

circle. 

 Teacher modelling and 

pupils write an invitation to 

the bear inviting him to 

come to our Early Years 

Paper Plane competition 

(LINKED PROVOCATION BY 

TREES IN OUTDOOR 

ENHANCED PROVISION). 

 Hold the F1 and 2 Paper 

Plane competition. 

 Drama-freeze frames to 

explore character’s 

feelings/act out using 

speech and thinking 

bubbles. 

 P4C discussion about paper 

making and issues 

/importance of trees and 

the environment-watch 

video clips of paper making 

and forest renewal. 

-Voting for favourite Oliver Jeffers’ 
book 

 

-‘Lost and Found ’  
 Share story and compare 

setting, characters and 

storyline with the above 2 

books by Oliver Jeffers. 

 Vote compared to ‘The 

Great Paper Caper.’ 
 

 

Poetry Texts- 

Mad about Dinosaurs!  

Giles Andreae 



predict, re-tell, star, 

reflection, feeling/s, 

forest, mystery, 

environment, 

oxygen, air, 

compare, act out, 

drama, speech 

bubble, thinking 

bubble, poetry, 

rhyme, recite, far, 

furthest, sound, 

letter, Fred talk, 

talking partners,  

capital letter, full 

stop. 

Role-play and drawing/written 

responses about our favourite 

parts. 

 

Poetry basket- 

‘The Poetry Basket’ laminated Class 

book 

Children joining in with seasonal 

collection of rhyming action poems 

along with peers and staff, to 

develop a bank of 

learnt/off by heart poems to recite 

and present. 

 

Non-fiction topic books 

Linked to Myself, Families and 

Friends, Interests plus topics 

shown interest in by children 

during child initiated learning and 

fiction study. 

 

 

Weekly home and school reading 

books linked to sounds that the 

children have been taught and 

tricky word/sight vocabulary packs. 

 

 

 

Helicopter Stories- 

Children’s stories scribed and acted 

out with class on the day created, 

contributing to child’s Helicopter 

Story book along with any other 

child initiated linked writing.  

 

 CC- Small group extra 

sharing of Oliver Jeffers’ 



stories at ‘Stay and Play’ 
wellbeing club. Use of 

picture/letter mats whilst 

writing. 

 Concept/vocabulary grids 

1:1 with adult in reading 

arch (logged on chart) 

 

CHALLENGE- Start to Fred 

Talk/blend CVC words and segment 

to spell in writing. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- Visual supports 

and peer buddying/talking 

partners/1:1 support overlearning 

and  RWInc catch up. 

 

 

 

 

 Sticky Knowledge Observation  Literacy activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and application. 

F1- Ask a child to talk to a familiar adult about their drawings-can they give meanings to their marks-any emerging letter shapes? Name writing? 

    -Whilst reading 1 of key F1 fiction texts, observation by staff-who can join in with repeated refrains, anticipate events and phrases. 

CC: Extra intervention based upon needs that come from the above. 

 

F2-Look for application of ascribing meaning and use of corresponding initial letter sounds/CVC spellings during writing about own interests/name writing.  

   CC: Extra intervention based upon needs that come from the above. 

 -Eye spy game-observing and listening to children’s answers-can they spot the sound heard on the RWInc chart or letter mat? 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 



Proud Clouds          -Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       - Autumn 1A F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION: F1-WHO AM I?    F2-WHY IS IT GOOD TO BE ME? 

         TERM: AUT 1A                           AREA OF LEARNING:   UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD                            
                                                                                                    (Please also see separate R.E planning) 

 



 

EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END POINT  

 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want 

children to know and 

understand?) 

CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING         

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS  (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F1 
-I CAN 

OBSERVE AND 

TALK ABOUT 

MY FACE AND 

BODY 

FEATURES. I 

CAN 

COMPARE 

CHANGES IN 

RELATION TO 

MYSELF AND 

THE SEASONS.       

 

 

 

ICT 

I CAN USE 

AN IPAD TO 

TAKE A 

‘SELFIE.’ 

-I know that I am a 

unique person. 

-I know what my 

face looks like. 

-I know about my 5 

senses. 

-I know that there 

are 4 seasons in a 

year 

- I know about the 

natural changes 

which occur in the 

current season, 

Autumn. 

 

I, like, name, senses 

(e.g. seeing, 

hearing, tasting, 

touching, smelling), 

body parts, interest, 

hair colour names, 

tall, short. 

Now, then, time, 

Playing and Exploring 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-Showing particular interests 

-Initiating activities. 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

Active Learning 

-maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-making links and noticing 

patterns in their experiences 

-Class brainstorm of prior 

knowledge 

Children answer the enquiry 

question: How do we 

celebrate? Teacher scribe 

ideas and display on working 

wall. 

 

Circle time-pass listening 

bear, talk about 

ourselves/our family and use 

the sentence starter “My 

name is…” 

-Being special-Tape our 

voices-saying what I like. 

- -Sensory experiences-using  

sight, smell, vision, hearing 

and taste through a range of 

activities. 

-Our ‘Now and Then’ 
Timeline-create a class time 

line showing photographs 

from home of children as 

they are now, as toddlers, 

babies, going back in time-

talk surrounding this. 

(British Values) 

 

-The 4 seasons 

Use fiction, non-fiction 

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

People and Communities 

Has a sense of own 

immediate family and 

relations 

Remembers and talks about 

significant events-holidays 

Shows an interest in people 

who are familiar to them 

Knows some things that 

makes them unique and can 

talk about some of the 

similarities and differences 

of friends and family 

Children talk about past and 

present events in their lives 

The World 

Enjoys playing with small 

world models e.g. farm, 

garage. 

Comments and asks 

questions about aspects of 

their familiar world 

To develop an understanding 

of growth and changes over 

time 

Look closely at similarities, 

differences, patterns and 

change 

Talk about the features of 

Skills: 

Active listening  

-Use more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Begin to understand how 

and why questions 

-Use my prior knowledge 

and make links 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘Who am I?’ learning and 

child initiated learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



young/er, old/er, 

baby, toddler. 

Seasons, Spring, 

Summer, Autumn, 

Winter, 

change, trees, 

leaves, fall, red, 

orange, yellow, gold 

hibernation 

Alexa, search, 

Google,  

 

Computer, 

keyboard, mouse, 

Alexa, I pads 

 

Circuit, electricity, 

invisible, bulb, bulb 

holder, light, wire/s, 

battery, battery 

holder. 

 
 

books, Google and Alexa to 

find out about the seasons of 

the year 

Go on an Autumn walk 

Create Autumn tree collage 

using Autumnal colours 

 

 ICT: Use the camera on an 

 I-pad to take a selfie-then 

observe own features and 

describe them. 

 

ONGOING: 

-ICT-Support/practise logging 

onto Mini Mash 

Exploring different areas of 

Purple Mash. Use of Alexa to 

ask information and play 

music 

-Use of I pads to play age 

appropriate games 

 

-Makerspace STEM Trolley 

Learning 

Investigating simple circuits 

to light up a bulb and 

incorporate into own 

models/interests- alongside 

a KS 2 peer tutor once a 

week. Sharing of related 

electricity/circuit non fiction 

booklets. 

 

Vegetable Planters-Joint F1 

and 2 /Use of gardening 

equipment 

Weeding and turning over 

soil in preparation for 

their own immediate 

environment and how 

environments may vary from 

one another.  

Technology Seeks to acquire 

basic skills in turning on and 

operating ICT equipment. 

 To know how to operate 

simple equipment eg remote 

control, CD player 

To show interest in 

technological toys or real 

objects such as cameras / 

phones. 

Show skill in making toys 

work with moving parts 

Know that information can 

be retrieved from computers 

Completes a simple program 

on a computer (With adult 

support) 

Uses ICT hardware to 

interact with age 

appropriate computer 

software (with adult 

support.) 



vegetable seeds. 

Observing seeds and 

comparing different types, 

looking at composition of 

soil then planting/looking 

after onions, peas, turnip, 

garlic seeds. 

 

CC-1:1/ small group sharing 

of ‘Senses’ non-fiction book 

and curiosity items to 

describe. 

 

CHALLENGE- Can you use an 

Ipad to video yourself talking 

about why you are special 

and what makes you the 

same as your friends and 

what makes makes you 

different to your friends? 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- Peer buddy 

to support with vocabulary 

and engagement 

 

F2 
I CAN 

OBSERVE 

AND EXPLAIN 

THE 

SIMILARITIES 

AND 

DIFFERENCES 

IN RELATION 

TO MYSELF 

AND OTHERS, 

INCLUDING 

WITHIN AND 

BETWEEN 

FAMILIES. 

-I know that I am 

unique. 

 

-I know that 

everybody has 

similarities and 

differences in 

relation to physical 

features, families 

and interests. 

Playing and Exploring 

-Shows curiosity about 

objects, events and people 

-Uses senses to explore the 

world around them 

-Shows a can-do attitude  

Active Learning 

-Maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

-Shows fascination and high 

energy levels 

-Persists with activity when 

-Class brainstorm of prior 

knowledge 

Children answer the enquiry 

question: How do we 

celebrate? Teacher scribe 

ideas and display on working 

wall. 

 

-Careful observation of self 

using a mirror to notice 

features e.g size and shape 

of face, hair length/colour, 

eye colour, lashes and 

 

              SEE ABOVE 

Skills: 

-To understand how and why 

questions 

-To use comparative 

language 

Use my prior knowledge and 

make links 

-Deduction and problem 

solving 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills and 

recordings 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-I know about and 

respect diversity 

and differences. 

 

-I know that I have 

changed since being 

born. 

 

-I know that a time 

line shows the 

present and goes 

backwards in time. 

 

-I know that I need 

to log on the 

computer to access 

Mini Mash. 

 

-I know that I need 

to manipulate the 

mouse to effect 

changes on the 

computer. 

 

-I know that I can 

ask  Alexa questions 

to find out 

information. 

 

challenges occur 

-Being proud how they 

accomplish something not 

just the end result. 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Finding new ways to do 

things 

-Making predictions 

-Testing their ideas 

-Check how well their ideas 

are going 

 

eyebrows etc, culminating in 

painting of self-portrait. 

 

-Our Now, Then, Long Ago, 

Long Long Ago Timeline-

create a class time line 

showing photographs from 

home of children and 

families- as they are now, as 

toddlers, babies, going back 

in time to parents and 

grandparents lives plus 

distant history-talk and 

vocabulary surrounding this. 

(British Values) 

-Chatterbox Parent/Carer 

workshop and activities 

Seeing different families in 

the workshop and sharing 5 

home items from own 

Chatterbox e.g photo of 

family, favourite toy etc. 

 

-We Are all Different? 

Look at Smart board book 

and discuss ideas in book 

around equality, tolerance, 

acceptance, diversity in 

terms of individuals and our 

families. 

(British Values) 

 

- Careful observation of a 

peer using magnifying glass 

to sketch/shade/colour a 

peer portrait. 

 

-Comparison music game 

-I pad, smart board and 

mouse control skills 

-Pencil control 

-Develop empathy for other 

people’s circumstances and 

feelings 

Application: In context of 

‘Why is it good to be me?’ 
adult focus and child 

initiated learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ICT 

I CAN 

COMPLETE 

A SIMPLE  

DRAWING/ 

PAINTING 

PROGRAM 

ON THE 

COMPUTER.  

 

 

 

-I know how to 

paint a picture on a 

computer. 

 

-I am beginning to 

know that my 

learning can be 

saved on the 

computer. 

 

-I know the names 

of the bulb, wire, 

battery. 

 

-I beginning to 

know that a circuit 

needs to be 

complete to light up 

a bulb. 

 

-I know that seeds 

need water, 

compost and light 

to help them to 

grow. 

 

 

 Similar/ities, 

different/difference

s, same, brown, 

Walk around classroom and 

when the music stops-find a 

class mate and take turns to 

notice and explain any 

similarities the differences 

between selves. 

 

-ICT-Peer portraits using 

drawing program on smart 

board and class computers. 

Thinking about pen/brush 

size and colour use.   

 

ONGOING: 

-ICT-Support/practise logging 

onto Mini Mash 

Exploring different areas of 

Purple Mash and with 

support learning to save 

learning. 

 

-Use of Alexa to ask 

information and play music 

 

-Use of I pads to play age 

appropriate games 

 

-Science resources 

/equipment trolley use 

during investigating for the 

above and child initiated 

explorations in provision, 

including observation of 

Autumn/weather changes. 

 

-Care and observation of the 

Early Years stick insects and 

tortoise 



blonde, auburn, 

eyes, eyelashes, 

eyebrows, cheeks, 

chin, ears, hair, 

green, blue, hazel, 

brown, mirror, 

magnifying glass. 

 

Now, then, long 

ago, long long ago, 

past, present, 

future, 

photographs/s, 

clues, days, weeks, 

years. 

 

Favourite, 

community, equal, 

accept/ance, 

tolerate/tolerance. 

 

Computer, 

keyboard, mouse, 

log on, password, 

user name, 

Alexa, I pads. Save, 

folder. 

 

Circuit, electricity, 

invisible, bulb, bulb 

F1 and 2 care rota, preparing 

food and water, cleaning out 

and observing, explaining 

any changes.  

 

-Makerspace STEM Trolley 

Learning 

Investigating/problem 

solving to create simple 

circuits to light up a bulb plus 

buzzers and use of switches. 

Incorporate circuits into own 

ideas and models- alongside 

a KS 2 peer tutor once a 

week. Sharing of related 

electricity/circuit non fiction 

booklets. 

 

Vegetable Planters-Joint F1 

and 2 /Use of gardening 

equipment 

Weeding and turning over 

soil in preparation for 

vegetable seeds. 

Observing seeds and 

comparing different types, 

looking at composition of 

soil then planting/looking 

after onions, peas, turnip, 

garlic seeds. 

 

CC-To supply box and 

wrapping paper (Chatterbox) 

with 1:1 guidance and talk 

about the 5 items that could 

be put inside that reflect the 

child’s interests. 

1:1 Concept/vocabulary non 



holder, light, wire/s, 

battery, battery 

holder. 

 

Compost, seed/s, 

shape, size, water, 

light, plant/ing, 

garlic, peas, onion, 

turnip. 

fiction sharing of book on 

plants/flowers. Vegetables 

and fruits-record on grid. 

 

CHALLENGE- To answer 

possibility questions such as 

“I wonder what would 

happen if…” “Tell me more..” 

How did you work that out?” 

Create information booklets. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- Multi-

sensory learning-during 

portraits to feel features, 

look and encourage careful 

observations-how is that the 

same? Different? How has it 

changed? Talking partners. 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge Observation   Understanding the World activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and 

application. 

F1- P4C discussion based upon ourselves. What makes us and our family special? How have I changed? What else has changed at this time of year. 

CC: ‘Stay and Play’ wellbeing group to recap and talk about above learning/any gaps that need addressing/Wellcom vocabulary and concepts 

F2- P4C discussion based upon similarities and differences between self, others and families. What is it important for us to remember?  

CC: : ‘Stay and Play’ wellbeing group to recap and talk about above learning/any gaps that need addressing/Wellcom vocabulary and concepts 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

 

Proud Clouds          -Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       - Autumn 1A F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    EARLY YEARS CURRICULUM INTENT MEDIUM TERM PLANNING   

 

    ENQUIRY QUESTION:  F1-WHO AM I?    F2-WHY IS IT GOOD TO BE ME? 

        TERM: AUT 1A                            AREA OF LEARNING:   EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN                            
 

 

 



EYFS 

CLASS/ 

END 

POINT  

 

KNOWLEDGE 

VOCABULARY 

(What do you want 

children to know and 

understand?) 

CHARACTERISTICS OF 

EFFECTIVE LEARNING          

SEQUENCE OF 

ACTIVITIES/PROGRESSION 

 

LINKS TO DEVELOPMENT 

MATTERS (Please see Long 

term overview) 

22-36months 

30-50months 

40-60months 

ELG 

SKILLS and APPLICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F1  

Art 

 
I CAN USE 

LINES TO 

ENCLOSE A 

SPACE AND 

BEGIN TO 

USE THESE 

SHAPES TO  

REPRESENT 

OBJECTS. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

-I know that I am a 

unique person. 

-I know what I like 

and do not like. 

-I know what I look 

like. 

-I know about my 

senses. 

-I know some familiar 

songs and can sing 

them 

- I know how to use 

lines to enclose a 

space and to begin to 

use these shapes to 

represent objects  

- I know what an 

object is made of, 

how forms are 

created  

- I can create 

compositions by 

adding shapes 

together 

- I can bring together 

Playing and Exploring 

-showing curiosity about 

objects , events and people 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-engaging in open ended 

activity 

-Showing particular interests 

-Pretending objects are 

things from their experience 

-Representing their 

experiences in play 

-taking on a role in their play 

-acting out experiences with 

other people 

-Initiating activities 

Seeking challenge 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

-taking a risk , engaging in 

new experience, and 

learning from trial and error 

Active learning 

-maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-finding new ways to do 

things 

-making links and noticing 

patterns in their experiences 

-Develop role play area into  

the hairdressers 

 

-Talk about a personal visit 

to a hairdressers 

 

-Sing songs relating to body 

parts e.g. ‘heads, shoulders, 

knees and toes, ‘1 finger, 1 

thumb”, “Tommy Thumb’, ‘If 
you’re happy and you know 

it clap your hands’ 
 

-Weekly music session with 

specialist music teacher (also 

including the below) 

 Explore using body parts, 

including voices, to make 

sounds 

 Explore different ways of 

making sounds with 

musical instruments  

 Practising Harvest song 

to perform in Church at 

the Harvest Festival. 

 

-F 1 and 2 Construction kits 

and blocks in and outdoors 

Child initiated use of 

construction kits to create 

models.  

A.R.E. F1 AND 2 

Exploring and Using Media 

and Materials 

 Joins in singing favourite 

songs 

Sings some familiar songs 

Initiates movements in 

response to music 

Tap out simple repeated 

rhythms 

Understands they can use 

lines to enclose a space, and 

to begin to use these shapes 

to represent objects 

Uses various construction 

materials 

Joins construction pieces 

together to build and 

balance 

Realises tools can be used 

for a purpose 

Begins to build a repertoire 

of songs and dances 

Explains what happens when 

they mix colours 

Constructs with a purpose in 

mind, using a variety of 

resources 

Begins to: Use simple tools 

and techniques competently 

and appropriately 

Skills: 

-Social skills 

-Active listening  

-Using more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Beginning to understand 

how and why questions 

-Using prior knowledge 

and making links 

-Drawing—Using a line to 

enclose a space and then 

begin to use these shapes to 

represent objects 

 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘Who am I?’ learning and 

child initiated learning 

 

 

 

 

 



emotion, feelings 

and ideas to shapes 

and lines. 

 

 

I, like, name, senses 

(e.g. seeing, hearing, 

tasting, touching, 

smelling), body parts, 

interest, hair colour, 

tall, short, 

Musical instruments, 

drum, bells, 

castanets, 

tambourine, 

maracas, triangle,  

blow, tap, shake, 

LOUD, quiet,  

 

 

 

 
 

 

-Small world provision 

Child initiated use of figures, 

fairy/elf doors, fabric and 

other natural resources to 

create role play scenarios 

and imaginative worlds. 

 

-F1 and 2 Easels both in and 

outside-Paints or dry mark 

making materials-chalks, 

crayons, pastels. 

 

-Make pictures with hand 

prints, finger prints, foot 

prints etc. 

 

-I-pad photo selfies-then 

enjoy observing own 

features and draw them with 

a pencil 

- Drawing components of 

the face separately, lips, 

ears, mouth – how can 

they show how they feel 

in the way they draw e.g. 

Happy mouth, crying eyes 

etc.  

- Practice drawing 

different emotions by 

what the shape looks like 

but also if they add more 

pressure with the pencil 

(dark eyes become angry 

eyes etc.) 

- Putting the features of 

the face together to make 

Being Imaginative Beginning 

to use representation to 

communicate 

Uses movement to express 

feelings        Creates 

movement in response to 

music 

Notices what adults do, 

imitating it what is observed 

and then doing it when adult 

is not there. 

Engages in imaginative role-

play based on first-hand 

experience 

Use available resources to 

create props to support role-

play  

Creates simple 

representations of events, 

people and objects 

Chooses particular colour to 

suit a purpose      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



a face and other faces 

they know. 

 

-Sensory experiences-using  

sight, smell, vision, 

hearing and taste 

through a range of 

activities. 

 

-Draw members of family 

focusing on scale 

 

-Create Autumn tree collage 

using Autumnal colours 

 

-Malleable materials-

including play dough, 

plasticine and gloop to 

create models and etch 

drawings into. 

 

-F1 and F2 Joint Outdoor 

Role play area-Car 

Wash/Petrol Station-using 

bikes and water 

/sponges/paintbrushes, 

till/money and pump tube, 

dressing up. 

 

-F1 and 2 Outdoor mats, 

ribbon sticks and wind 

chime-to encourage 

dance/expressive 

movements. 

 

-F1 and 2 Mud Kitchen and 

play house-to develop home 

and other role plays with F1 



and 2 peer tutoring. 

 

-Ongoing F1 and F2 

Helicopter Story acting out 

stage 

After children have told their 

story, they act out in 

masking taped stage area 

along with peers. Video and 

evaluate. 

 

CC- Encourage child to 

experience all creative areas 

of the provision, with 

modelling and peer tutoring. 

Adult emersing 

themselves/modelling in role 

play context to draw child 

into pretending and role 

taking. 

 

CHALLENGE- Can you 

confidently perform familiar 

nursery songs on your own 

in front of the class? 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- 

Enjoy exploring the sounds 

different musical 

instruments make within 

provision. Music Interaction 

Intervention and 1:1 staff 

facilitating and modelling 

entry into role play and ways 

to maintain it. 

 

 

 

 

-I know what a self-

portrait is. 

Playing and Exploring 

-showing curiosity about 

objects , events and people 

-Self-portraits 

 Power points on 

famous artists’-self-

 

        SEE ABOVE 

Skills: 

-Drawing - Use a line to 

enclose a space and then 



 

 

F2 
 I CAN 

INVESTIGAT

E TOOLS 

AND 

MATERIALS 

AND USE 

SOME 

IMAGINATI

VE IDEAS IN 

MY PLAY. 
 
 

 

Art 
 I CAN  

START TO 

MAKE A 

COMPOSITI

ON THAT 

HAS MORE 

THAN ONE 

ELEMENT;  

BUILDINGS, 

AN 

OUTSIDE 

SCENE ETC. 

 

 

 

 

-I know about 1 

famous artist who 

has painted a self-

portrait. 

 

-I know how to 

recognise shapes and 

see shapes within 

shapes. 

 

-I can observe my 

surroundings and 

create pencil 

drawings 

of what I see. 

 

-I know how to take 

on a role in role play. 

 

-I know that I can 

mould malleable 

materials into 

different shapes. 

 

-I know a few songs 

that I can join in 

with. 

 

-I know some familiar 

-Using senses to explore the 

world around them 

-engaging in open ended 

activity 

-Showing particular interests 

-Pretending objects are 

things from their experience 

-Representing their 

experiences in play 

-taking on a role in their play 

-acting out experiences with 

other people 

-Initiating activities 

Seeking challenge 

-Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 

-taking a risk , engaging in 

new experience, and 

learning from trial and error 

Active learning 

-maintaining focus on their 

activity for a period of time 

-Pays attention to details 

-Shows belief that more 

effort or a different 

approach will pay off 

Creating and critical thinking 

-Thinking of ideas 

-finding new ways to do 

things 

-Making links and noticing 

patterns in their experiences 

-Testing their ideas 

-Checking how their 

activities are going 

-Reviewing how well the 

approach worked. 

portraits (including 

Frida Kahlo, Vincent 

Van Gogh) and how 

to create a self-

portrait. 

 

 Using mirror and a 

pencil, talk about the 

face shape and the 

shapes within the 

face-develop a self-

portrait.  

 

 Broadening out from 

themselves to 

recognise shapes 

              and seeing shapes           

              within shapes, e.g  

              shapes within a    

              window or door.  

 

               Observing     

               surroundings and 

               drawing them,    

               showing awareness        

                of their shapes and  

                other qualities,  

                Autumn vegetables  

                for Harvest.  

              

               Using imagination to     

              draw.        

 

Indoor Role play area-Shoe 

shop-taking on role of 

customer and shop keeper, 

developing narratives 

through actions and speech. 

begin to use these shapes to 

represent objects 

-Social and interaction skills, 

including entering play and 

maintaining it 

-Active listening and 

following consecutive 

instructions 

-Using more complex 

sentences to link thoughts 

-Understanding how and 

why questions 

-Applying vocabulary 

knowledge in context 

-Using prior knowledge and 

making links 

-Manipulating the mouse 

and controlling marks on 

smart board 

-Expressive movement 

skills 

 

Other skills: 

-Observational skills 

-I pad skills and mouse 

control 

-Pencil control 

 

Application: In context of 

‘Why is it good to be me?’ 
learning and child-initiated 

learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 



songs and can sing 

them. 

 

-I know that I can 

communicate 

meaning through 

drawings, paintings, 

models, music , role 

play and   

expressive 

movement. 

 

-I am beginning to 

know about pitch 

and tempo. 

 

-I know that I can 

join materials 

together to create. 

 

-I know that I will act 

out the helicopter 

story I tell. 

 

-I know that all of my 

creative efforts will 

be celebrated. 

 

Self-Portrait, artist, 

primary colour 

 

-Malleable materials-

including play dough, 

plasticine and gloop to 

create models and etch 

drawings into. 

 

-Develop a range of class 

songs to sing 

Brown Bear name song, 

range of number songs-5 

Speckled Frogs, 1,2,3,4,5 

once.,’ ‘5 Little Aliens’ and  

Twinkl variation songs. 

 

F1 and 2 Easels both in and 

outside-Paints or dry mark 

making materials-chalks, 

crayons, pastels. 

 

-Weekly music session with 

specialist music teacher (also 

including the below) 

 Explore using body parts, 

including voices, to make 

high and low pitched 

sounds 

 Explore different ways of 

making sounds with 

musical instruments-

tempo and rhythmically 

       within provision 

  

Studio Space Exploration 

In provision, creating led by 

child interest, using range of 

box modelling materials 

including cardboard boxes, 

 

 

 

 



names and other 

colour names, easel 

Shapes, drawing, 

pencil, surroundings. 

Role-play, role, 

pretend, imagine, 

Shop, shoes, money, 

ballet shoes, flippers. 

slippers, flip flops… 

 

Car wash, clean, 

bubbles, petrol, 

diesel, pump, money, 

cost  

 

 Mud, pie, mix, bake, 

pour, taste 

 

Play dough, 

plasticine, gloop, 

mould, shape, 

create, make 

 

Sing, songs, high 

pitch, low pitch, 

tempo 

 

Glue, tape, 

cardboard, tissue 

paper, scissors, 

rolls, tissue paper, string, 

tape, glue…, with tools-

scissors, pencils…  

 

-F 1 and 2 Construction kits 

and blocks in and outdoors 

Child initiated use of 

construction kits to create 

models.  

 

-Ongoing F1 and F2 

Helicopter Story acting out 

stage 

After children have told their 

story, they act out in 

masking taped stage area 

along with peers. Video and 

evaluate. 

 

-F1 and F2 Joint Outdoor 

Role play area-Car 

Wash/Petrol Station-using 

bikes and water 

/sponges/paintbrushes, 

till/money and pump tube, 

dressing up. 

 

-F1 and 2 Outdoor mats, 

ribbon sticks and wind 

chime-to encourage 

dance/expressive 

movements. 

 

-F1 and 2 Mud Kitchen and 

play house-to develop home 

and other role plays with F1 

and 2 peer tutoring-with 

Autumn vegetables. 



string, glue. Scissors, 

pencil 

 

Story, stage, act out, 

audience, beginning, 

middle, end 

 

Move, dance, 

express 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CC- Encourage child to 

experience all creative areas 

of the provision, with 

modelling and peer tutoring. 

Adult immersing 

themselves/modelling in role 

play context to draw child 

into pretending and role 

taking. 

 

CHALLENGE- Create own 

expressive performance 

/presentation using chosen 

media, for class audience. 

 

SEN/LAP/DISAD- Music 

Interaction Intervention and 

1:1 staff facilitating and 

modelling entry into role 

play and ways to maintain it. 

 

 

 

 Sticky Knowledge Observation  Expressive Arts and Design activities for observation and assessment in terms of skills, knowledge and 

application. 

F1- Observe role play in the ‘hairdressers.’ 
       Use observational skills and fine motor skills to look at a ‘selfie, taken on an Ipad, copy it and draw a self- portrait using a black pen. 

CC- Extra support/activities as next steps for child, based upon needs that come from the above. 

 
F2- Observe role play in shoe shop and small world area-is child taking on a role? Using speech and action to develop a storyline with peers? Starting to 

build upon  each other’s ideas? 

       -Observe child’s use of Studio Space materials-is the child able to explore the materials? Make changes to materials and attach materials?  

CC- Extra support/activities as next steps for child, based upon needs that come from the above. 

 

 



 

CHILDREN’S INTERESTS/HOME LEARNING/ENHANCEMENTS AND TRIPS 

Proud Clouds          -Parent drop in sessions 

-Wow moments       - Autumn 1A F2 home learning grids linked to the topic 
 

 

 

 


