
HOME LEARNING – Famous Fives 
Ongoing daily activities 20.04.20 

Dear Famous Fives, 

I hope you’ve had a relaxing Easter break with your families and eaten plenty of chocolate (I know I have). 

I miss you lots and I would like to thank you for all of your pictures and tweets – I’ve really enjoyed seeing 

what you’ve been up to.  

This term, we will be moving onto our new topic ‘The Momentous Maya’. Below are your home learning tasks 

and I hope that you enjoy them. It would be lovely if you could email a couple of photographs of some of 

your work to school (virtuallearning@tankersleysp.org.uk) - I can then share them on our blog.  

Take care, 

Love Miss Hamilton x 

Reading 

We would like your child to read daily. Please make sure that they read for at least 

30 minutes a day. Ask your child questions to test their comprehension. Use the Canine 

Pal characters to help you do this.  

For support with reading you can access resources on our school website. Click on the 

‘Our Curriculum’ tab then click on ‘Reading Information’. 

World Book Online have made over 3,000 books available and David Walliams is also 

offering free audio books every day if you’d rather listen to some texts.  

For our Reception and Year 1 children there are 72 free eBooks matched to Read 

Write Inc. Phonics Storybooks can be found 

on the Oxford Owl website.  

Use the link - https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

You can also access eBooks on Serial Mash that is found on the Purple Mash Learning 

Platform. 

 

Times Tables 

Practise your times tables daily on TT Rock Stars. Check Purple Mash and MyMaths 

daily in case new tasks are added. There are resources available for this week’s maths 

learning at: https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ 

 

Spelling 

Practise your weekly spellings daily. See separate spelling lists. 

This week’s learning activities to complete with your child are outlined below. There 

may be some activities to complete from our Purple Mash Platform. This can be 

accessed from the link on our website or https://www.purplemash.com/login/ 

 

Weekly virtual assemblies will be available for you to watch at home every Friday at 

9am from the video channel: www.vimeo.com/channels/picturenews 

mailto:virtuallearning@tankersleysp.org.uk
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
https://www.purplemash.com/login/


 

English 
I would like you to read the text 

that I’ve added below and answer 

the questions about the ‘Hero Twins’ 

(which is an ancient Maya myth).  

 
Once you’ve completed the 

questions, you could write a 

description about Hunahpu or 

Xbalanque, write a diary entry as one 

of them or write a setting 

description of the underworld.  

Maths 
Number: Decimals (Summer Term)  

1. Solve problems involving number up to three decimal places.  

2. Multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals 

by 10, 100 and 1000.  

3. Use all four operations to solve problems involving measure (for 

example, length, mass, volume, money) using decimal notation, 

including scaling.  

There are resources available for this week’s maths learning at: 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/ 

Click on Year 5 to access the lessons. 

Complete decimals tasks set on Purple Mash. Complete Arithmetic 

booklet sent home. 

Science 
In Science, we have been learning about Earth and 

Space.  

This week’s key question is: How do the planets in 

our solar system move?  

 

I would like you to research the difference 

between the Geocentric and Heliocentric Models of 

the Solar System. I’ve added some YouTube videos 

and information below.  

Geography 
In Geography, we are going to discover where the 

Maya came from. I would like you to research: 

When and where did the Maya live?   

You could create a short video telling me what 

you’ve found about the Maya and where they’re 

from. When did they live? Are the Maya still 

around now?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/a

rticles/zqv6msg 

History 
Our new topic is ‘The Momentous Maya’. 

Alongside your Geography learning this week, I’d 

like you to research what life was life for the rich 

and the poor. 

What was life like for the ancient Maya? 

What did the Maya eat? What jobs did the Maya 

have? What did the Maya wear? 

Why were tattoos important in ancient Maya? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/art

icles/zg2htv4 

RE 
Our new topic is RE is Understanding Islam. This 

week, I’d like you to find out about Muhammad. 

Are there any questions you would like to find out 

about the religion?   

Key questions:  

Who is Muhammad in Islam?  

What does PBUH mean? 

Why and when do Muslims use PBUH? 

Why is Muhammad so important to Muslims? 

Art/DT 
As the Maya were quite innovative with their food 

and drinks, I would like you to find out what they 

used to eat and drink. You could even make a few! 

 

I’ve also added a list of different arts and crafts 

you could have a go at! 

PE 
Joe Wickes (the HiiT enthusiast that all teachers 

love to hate) is doing live daily workouts on his 

YouTube page. 

Cosmic Yoga’s YouTube page has some great videos 

(some of these do last quite a while which may be 

useful). 

Computing 
Use TT Rockstars to practise your times tables. 

MyMaths and Purple Mash also have a large number 

of ‘2do’ activities that I’ve set. 

Use the internet to carry out research. 

PSHE 
In times like these, it is important to think about 

your relationships with others and how we can all 

help each other. 1decision are hoping to support 

parents/carers by providing FREE materials for 

home use. To receive updates on their available 

kite marked resources, please join them on social 

media: Facebook: 1decision Ltd  

Twitter: @1decisionltd 

Use the Twitter page with your parent/carer 

to send me a message/photo to show me 

what you’ve been up to! 

@tankersleyspy5 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zqv6msg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zqv6msg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zg2htv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zg2htv4


General Resources for ‘The Momentous Maya’ topic 

Below is an informative booklet all about the Maya. Have a look! 

There’s so many interesting facts about the Maya. What do you 

like about the Maya? I think my favourite bit has been learning 

about their number system. They were incredibly clever! 

You don’t need to read it all at once… just find the bits you’d 

like to find out about! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English Reading – Can you read through the myth about the 

‘Hero Twins’ and answer the questions?  

 

The story of the Hero Twins is one of the most famous Maya myths 

and begins with two twin boys. 

The First Ancestors 

One Hunahpu and Seven Hunahpu loved to play Maya ball games. 

They were very good at it and as a result, caused a lot of noise when 

they played. This agitated the Lords of Death, who summoned the 

boys to the underworld. Once there, the Lords of Death made them 

take part in a variety of tests. They passed the first test by 

crossing the river of spikes and blood. Sadly however, the boys 

failed the second test as they greeted wooden carvings of the gods. 

Because they failed this test, the gods put them to death. 

The Second Hero Twins 

According to the myth, a Maya princess discovered that she was pregnant with One 

Hunahpu’s children. She gave birth to the next generation of twin boys whose names 

were Hunahpu and Xbalanque. The young boys were also good ballplayers (just like their 

father and uncle) and were equally as loud. Annoyed by the noise again, the Lords of 

Death invited the twins to the underworld. 

Visiting the Underground 

The Hero Twins accepted the invitation and went to the underworld. However, they had 

learnt about their father’s mistakes and passed each of the god’s tests. They used a 

mosquito to bite the gods so that they knew which ones were real and which were 

wooden carvings. They also refused to sit on the fiery bench that their father and 

uncle had previously burnt themselves on. After passing the tests, the gods challenged 

them to a game of ball. The gods tried to trick them by using a ball with sharp blades in 

it but the twins did not fall for it. They told the gods that they would only play ball if 

the gods agreed to play fair. 

The gods agreed and finally, the twins defeated them. The lords were furious and 

ordered the twins to jump into an oven. The boys agreed but only because they had a 

plan. Their ashes were thrown into the river and the boys came back to life as catfish. 

Later, they were restored to being boys again and now had many powers of the gods. 

One power was that they could kill things and make them come back to life. 

This impressed the Lords of Death who asked the twins to perform the trick on them. 

The twins killed one of the lords but did not bring him back to life. At this point, the 

other Lords of Death realised that the twins had won and left them alone. 



Mayans believe that the gods of heaven were so pleased with the twins that they 

brought them to live in the sky with them. One was turned into the Moon and the other 

into the Sun. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What name is used to describe One Hunahpu and Seven Hunahpu? 

Tick one. 

o Mayan ancestors  

o the second ancestors 

o the first ancestors 

o  gods 

 

2. Find and copy a word that shows that the Lords of Death were 

annoyed by the noise of the ball game. 

____________________________________________________ 

3. What is in the river in the underworld? Tick one. 

o ashes 

o spikes and blood 

o fire 

o poison 

 

4. What are the names of One Hunahpu children? 

____________________________________________________ 

5. Explain in your own words how Hunahpu and Xbalanque identified the real gods from 

the wooden carvings. 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Before you begin your questions… 

- Are there any words that you’re not sure of? 

- Can you use your Victor Vocab Bookmarks to write them down and find the 

definitions in a dictionary? 

- Does Alexa know? 



 

6. What did Hunahpu and Xbalanque come back to life as at first?  

Tick one. 

o the moon 

o dogfish 

o stars 

o catfish 

 

7. Number the events below to show the order in which they happen in 

the story. One has been done for you. 

 Hunahpu and Xbalanque become the Moon and the Sun. 

 Hunahpu and Xbalanque are born. 

1 One Hunahpu and Seven Hunahpu visit the underworld. 

 One Hunahpu and Seven Hunahpu are killed. 

 Hunahpu and Xbalanque come back to life. 

 

8. If you could have one power of a god to defeat the Lords of Death, what would it be 

and why? Explain your answer fully. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



Science Activity 

Key Question: How do the planets in our solar system 

move? 

Geocentric Versus Heliocentric  

What is the difference? Why did scientists and astronomers first believe that the Solar 

System was geocentric? Who found out that it is actually heliocentric? Why did it take a long 

time to change from a geocentric to a heliocentric model of planetary movement?  

Can you tell me what the difference between rotating and orbiting is?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geocentric Model of the Solar System 

(Earth is at the centre and all the other 

planets, bodies, the Sun and moons orbit 

around the Earth)  

Heliocentric Model of the Solar System 

(the Sun is at the centre and all of the other 

planets, bodies and moons orbit around the 

Sun) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDNC9LMox40 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiBIFlvu-X0 

 

You could start with by watching this YouTube video. 

 

Below is some more information about how our planets move and the important 

scientists, astronomers and mathematicians that developed these theories. 

 

Geocentric Model 
The early belief in a geocentric universe (solar system was conceived of later) was based on 

the understanding of humans of the world they experienced. Therefore it is understandable 

that they believed that the Earth did not move and that both the Sun and Moon orbited the 

Earth. The discovery of planets was only made gradually over time and even then it was 

restricted to those that could be detected at first by the human eye and later with telescopes. 

 

Aristotle and Ptolemy: While their planetary models are incorrect, it needs to be remembered 

that they lived in a society where the common belief was that the universe was geocentric and 

therefore their theories were based on this idea and an attempt to explain it. Even though 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDNC9LMox40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiBIFlvu-X0


some toyed with the idea of a heliocentric universe, they were unable to find evidence or did 

not delve into it as deeply as the two aforementioned philosophers. In addition, it needs to be 

borne in mind that in Ancient times the distinction between Astrology and Astronomy did not 

exist in the same way as it does now. Therefore, most theorists had spiritual beliefs that also 

guided their work and theories. 

 
 

Heliocentric Model 
In the narrative of Copernicus and Galileo, Kepler is overshadowed despite the fact that he 

devised the theory of the solar system that we still accept now. Copernicus ultimately did not 

place the Sun at the centre as he believed that the Sun itself was orbiting a central point 

outside of itself. This central point does exist but as Kepler stated, it is inside the Sun not 

external to it. Kepler devised the laws of planetary movement but the only thing he could not 

explain was why the planets stayed in their orbits. It was Newton with his ideas about gravity 

that was able to fill in this missing link. Ultimately, this lesson is to inspire children to 

understand that changes in scientific thinking take place over time, based on new evidence and 

understanding, and are the result of the contributions of many different people. No theorist 

exists in a vacuum and their personalities, place of birth, culture and society at the time did 

make a difference to what they studied and how. 

 

Copernicus: The Catholic Church did know about the Copernicus Model and did not prevent his 

writing his book or publishing it. However, it needs to be noted that Copernicus himself did fear 

that reaction of the Church and the implications of his theory. As with his contemporaries, he 

had been raised on the belief that the Earth was the centre of the universe and that the bible 

had evidence of this. Nonetheless, his ideas and model of planetary movement were not banned. 

He did die shortly after the publication of this book and therefore never had a direct 

confrontation about his theories with senior members of the church. 

 

Science Activities: 

• You could create a poster or PowerPoint explaining the difference 

between Heliocentric and Geocentric Models of the Solar System.  

• You could create a biography about one of the famous scientists 

(Copernicus, Ptolemy or Aristotle).  

 

 

 

 

 



Arts and Craft Ideas – Can you make one of these ideas 

below? 

Maya Masks  

The Maya made many different masks. 

Some were delicate mosaics made out of 

jade, some were created to represent gods, 

some showed faces of snakes and other 

animals. You could use a balloon and papier-

mache to make a 3D mask with a mosaic or 

animal design.  

Maya Codex  

You could make your own codices using paper 

folded like a concertina and drawing a picture 

that show scenes of YOUR everyday life at 

the moment as well as hieroglyphics.  

Maya Jewellery 

Decorate yourselves with your very own Maya 

jewellery. The Maya created jewellery such as beaded 

necklaces, pendants, bracelets, earings, ear plugs and 

rings. They use bone, jaguar teeth and claws, stones, 

feathers and various courful shells. Where it was 

available, they used gold, silver, copper, jade and 

bronze. Jade was a particularly prized material. Beads 

often contain religious themes, geometric patterns, 

animals, flowers and carved out faces.  

Maya Houses   

Their houses were made from sun dried mud 

bricks or mud smeared over a framework of 

wooden poles. They had a basic rectangular 

base and a pitched roof. You could use 

cardboard to make a net, paint the walls a 

reddish-brown with sand mixed in to give it 

texture and stick straw on the roof.  



Headdresses  

The more important the person, the bigger the 

headdress. Make yourself important! Use card to 

make the basic shape and attach string to tie it on 

the head. You could use feathers, paint, sequins 

and beads to decorate.  

Weaving  

The Maya would spin thread and weave it into cloth. 

You could use cardboard and string to set up your own 

loom and have a go at weaving using different 

coloured wool.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Food Technology - Can you make some traditional Maya food and 

drinks? 

You could make some ANCIENT MAYA TORTILLAS for some chicken fajitas 

and enjoy them as a family at tea time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Or you could make some frothy ANCIENT MAYA HOT CHOCOLATE (which 

only the rich and nobles got to have)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


