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Reading Scheme information for parents and other stakeholders
Promoting reading at Tankersley School.
We believe in developing a reading culture throughout the school by creating welcoming book areas in classrooms, and raising the profile of reading through a print rich environment, attractive book displays and promoting the written word at all times. High priority is given to reading in all classes. Every year the school council judges a competition to find the best class reading area. Each week a prize draw is carried out in our sparkle and shine assembly, the names of children who have read 5 or more times at home are entered. Each year we also celebrate National Children’s Book Week, during this designated week children participate in various exciting activities which are all aimed to promote a love of reading.
Reading systems

Children are placed in ability groups for guided reading and read a wide range of reading books. Children read individually in dedicated guided reading sessions where teachers and TAs lead a focus group whilst other children carry out reading workshop activities. 

Children are given regular reading targets which they can then apply when reading independently.

Children are able to take home a reading book to read to their parent/carer every week and we encourage them to read regularly at home. Parents make a comment in their child’s home-school reading record on how their child reads. The individual reading books that our children read are published by a variety of publishers but are book banded and coded using coloured stickers.
We are developing a good range of fiction and non-fiction books in our new school library which will be updated in light of planned themes. Children are encouraged to borrow school library books to take home. Every class visits the library weekly. Children also visit in groups in guided reading time.
At the end of the school day there is a dedicated story time and all children are read to by their class teacher after afternoon break.

The reading environment 

The print rich environment encourages children to interact with displays, to follow instructions and signs, promoting functional language. Within the classroom the reading area is attractive and inviting, books are clearly accessible and regularly changed to maintain children’s interest. Themed displays are encouraged along with opportunities to write book reviews and show homemade books. Books are also displayed and promoted around the classroom, school library and the whole learning environment of the school. 

Book, audio CDs and interactive stories on the I Pads along with story props and puppets enhance the reading environment and support the development of reading.

Phonics

We use a highly structured phonics scheme which has lively and vigorous teaching. This begins with the common 44 sounds in the English language and how to sound blend words for reading at the same time as developing spelling skills. Pupils learn to read a range of lively story books with the words they can decode so they achieve early success in reading. 

The more sounds they know the greater the range of texts they can read. Pupils are working in mixed year groups from Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 with their Read Write Inc. teacher at the correct level for their phonic and reading ability. Read Write Inc. is also used to support children in KS2 who are experiencing difficulties with spelling and reading strategies. Children falling behind have 1:1 targeted catch up reading with a TA.
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Assessment, Record Keeping, Reporting
The children’s English books are scrutinised frequently to monitor standards and progression. 

Reading is assessed using STAT grids during each guided reading session. Children are aware of targets as in KS1 and KS2, age appropriate pupil friendly targets on a jigsaw sheet, are stuck to the inside of the children’s home/school reading record. Children and parents can annotate when they feel that they have achieved a target. The pupil friendly targets are taken from the National Curriculum objectives for reading. 

Children on the Read Write Inc. scheme are screened every 6 to 8 weeks. Their progress is analysed and they are placed in the group which matches their correct level for their phonic and reading ability.

In KS1 and KS2 children complete half termly formal reading assessments (Rising Stars), the results of which are analysed. 
